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E Ufficio d'huomo buono, quel bene, che per la malignità de  - 
tempi & della fortuna, tu non hai potuto operare, inſegnarload altrii 
accid che ſendone molti capaci, alcuno de quelli pitamato dal Go | 
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Hax often taken notice, that it is 
very difficult for a Man not to fall 
into thoſe very Faults he has 
I blam'd in others. Whether it „ 
tat we do not fo readily obſerve. our own, as 
other Men's Failings; or whether we are ſo par- 
tial as to allow that in ourſelves, which we can- 
not approve of in others; or, whit is moſt likely. 
of all;; that it is a much cafier Matter to fee 
Errors, than td avoid them, I was naturally . 
led into this Reflection by accidentally turning 
ver ſome of our late Party Writings, where 
ach Side quarrels very juſtly with the other, 
for that abuſrve Liberty, which never fails to be 
met with in the Writings of both. A8 there is 
9 Uſe to be made of this kind * Read- 
B ing, 


„ 'Þ 15 * 
ing, 00 a — natur d Man will end very little 
Pleaſure in it: The only Benefit that can ariſe 
is the creating, if poſſible, an Averſion in one's 
lf to that mean Spirit of Intereſt and Envy, 
which is the chief Foundation of theſe — 


”T Is impoſible __ any one to be at al con- 
verſant in Hiſtory, and not obſerve the great 
Advantage of what we call a Publick Spirit; 
to what a Height of Strength and Reputation 
thoſe States have been carried, where this Hu- 
mour has prevail d amongſt the People; and 
| how ſenſibly and faſt they have decay'd, in in 

Writer, that the Body of a People do (for: the 

| becauſe their Minds are leſs biaſsd by private 
Views, and the only Benefits they can 
are ſuch as naturally ariſe from the Peace and 
_ | Proſperity of the Publick. The Truth of thi 
' Obſervation is a very. ſevere Satire upon Man- 
kind; it implying no leſs than that the Honeſty 
of private Men is like the Temperanoe of crazy 
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ones, war . to. their not being, able to 
"ou aL Deb * Ne: IDS Wc | 410; Pr 119 11 Df of $f} oe 

Ry ef - aa Fadi flor to, N Hp. arth 
Ts RE: are * fone Writers, wha have 
'" Wl ſcem'd: to) ſet up Belf-Intereſt upon the ſame 
Foot with Self- Preſervation, as if they were 
Diſpoſitions equally natural; which is, in my 
Opinion, juſt as true as to aſſert, that it is the 
fame Thing to fall upon every Man you meet, 
as to defend yourſelf when attack d; a No- 
tion it would not, I believe, be much for 
N __— enn to ith in ase 
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Ar * farely a Owe Hil. of FR : 
Weakneſs, that Men are never to be cur'd of 
the Folly of running after Happineſs, as if it 
were 4 Thing eafy to be attained to; and yet, at 
the fare time, taking Meaſures directly contrary 
to thoſe very Views, which they vainly form in 
their own Imaginations. Would it not be 
Matter of juſt Surprize, if it were not ſo com- 
monly met with, to dan one Man phyſicking 
himſelf out of his Health in order to be long 
livd, and another ruining his Eſtate to make 
himſelf confiderable | in ha N s 


= = EI THESE 
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"| Tirbs Nina are frequent, and yet . 
is do wg ſtill more wonderful, which is that 


5 the expoſing of 9 Fooleries has not been able 


Ficult a Matter is it for 
even Experience to convince fore Men u 


can be in the Wrong. Aſter what I have faid 
„ Paradoxes, 1 doubt I ſhall myſelf be thought 
guilty of a great one, when I declare, that ! 
could never help thinking an extreme Selfiſh. 


neſs as great a Miſtake in point of Intereſt, as 
it certainly is a Vice in point of Morality, 


Mutual Aſſiſtance is as neceſſary between Men, 


as Commerce is between Nations; and how one 
or the other can well go on without ſome ms 


| Benevolence, Iam not able to e 


I. IS: pelle i need; a if "ro Few aig 


ee upon the Many; if they could receive 


good Offices, whilſt they were doing ill ones; 
and be always truſted, though always betraying; 


ſuch a Situation might. have the Odds on its 
ſide. But groſs Impoſitions will not always 
paſs upon even the moſt Stupid: And when 


once a Diſcovery comes to be made, there is 


not only an End of all future Confidence, but, 


for the moſt yart; a very great * of * 


Te- 


| mma revel 


reven 60 on the Deceiver. 


more An will be the Reſentment; - So that 


- 1 9: 4 
The longer and 
nt the Deluſion)” the greater and 


the artificial Man, that very cunningly ſacri- 
fices his Friends to his own Intereſt, muſt ex- 
pe, one time or other, to be ſacrificed to their 
juſt Indignation ; and then it may be ſaid, to 
the Honour of his Induſtry and Parts, that he 


has undone bimſelf with a mem deal of — 


and e 
nr 5 bn more common in human 
Life, than to draw Inferences that are falſe, 
from Poſitions that are true; and this is owing 
rather to the Corruption of our Hearts ter _ 
Wedkneſs of our Heads. _ 


v | 1 


uv oo Inſtance, whe a Man 155. in- 
tirely given himſelf up to a ſelfiſh Diſpoſition, 


He is apt to tell you, that Intereſt governs 
Mankind, and that very little would be done 
or un that! is con ſiderable, if i it was not 


2 latte Origin Sac. Ec 


and is, in his own imagination, become as it 
were * the Center of all the World about him; 


. 


A . A ek — 
— * : 


; for th pins of deckel ge, 


Bor of Society „ That without this we f thoul 


into a State of War with one another. And 
thus, by this Way of Reaſoning, it appear 


: and noble, the other may be mean and ſean 
dalous. Nay, they are often Oppoſites, the 


Th to theſe narrow and partial, Views, w 
owe moſt of the greateſt Inconveniences di 
Life: Thus ſometimes it has been the Misfor- 


"(76517 


all back into a State of Nature, and perhaps 


plainly, that the moſt intereſted Men are the 


wiſeſt and moſt uſeful Members of a .Commu. 

nity; and conſequently, the greateſt. Knaves the 
moſt valuable Men in the World. But the 

Fallacy, of all this Sort of Diſcourſe will be 

| eaſily ſeen when we conſider. that Intereſts ar 
of two Kinds, the Intereſt of the Whole, and 


the Intereſt of the Particular; the one is great 


one being commonly deſtruftive of the other. 


N tune of Princes, either by their OWN, P aſſion 
to be brought to purſue a ſeparate Intereſt from 


that of the Publick, and by that means they 
have run themſelves and their Kingdoms into 
"great Difficulties: Thus likewiſe in private Fa- 


milies, 


18 11 37 Y 
- Fathers and Sons, Huſbarids and Wives, 
Relations and Kindred, have been weak enough 


to fancy they have been doing themſelves great 
Service, by ſome: little favourite Ends of their 
own; whilſt, in reality, they have been only 

entailing laſting Miſery upon ' themſelves and 


Man in Society, is the welfare of that Society 


and. I know of no Exceptions to this general 


the Indigent and Lazy, who have no Fortunes 
of their own, nor Induſtry enough to acquire * 


neceflary Subfiſtance. Such Men have no pro- 
ſpect of thriving 3 in any regular way of Livings 


and as they have nothing to loſe, ſo they think 


they may have a Chance of getting by Diſorders 


and Miſchief. They are apt to envy the Satiſ- 
factions of thoſe, whoſe good Examples they 


will not - imitate, and are therefore inclin'd to 


wiſh” for ſuch a State of Aﬀairs in the World; | 
cat may at [leaſt - make their Neighbours as 


miſerable as themſelves Since they neither 


can without endeavouring, nor will take the 


Pains to endeavour to raiſe themſelves up to their 


Level, a they are willing to take the ſhorteſt 
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n and Fraud. 


4* 
_ 


* * 


t 8 1 


ver is be Rah ; and fince Labour is tequire | 


to get an Eſtate, and 


it when it is got, __ imagine it a much 
eaſier, as well as more agrecable Method; to 
thrive by the Uſe of little Arts and mean Con- 
trivances, which as they are more "ſuited to 
their Inclinations; ſo. they fancy they may be 


$d with leſs Trouble and Pains. As 


they know they deſerve nothing of the Publick, 
Is ſo they expect nothing from it, and therefore 


ing but what they ©; can _— OY 


. 


T H 0 the Character of fach Peilons 1s indeei 


8 altogether ſcandalous, yet their Conduct is na- 


tural, and well enough adapted to their Circurn- 


: ſtances. When-ever Men of Fortune ſuffer 
- themſelves to be govern'd_. by- theſe unworthy 
Motives, tis hard to find a Name bad enough 
for ſo inexcuſable a Behaviour: It is Injuſtice, 
it is Folly, it is Madneſs, thus to degrade 
themſelves from their Station, and put themſelves 


Theſe Men are common Enemies to Mankind, 
as well as to themſelves, ſince by their Example 
; they juſtify: ſuch Practices, as cannot but tend 


to the univerſal N udice of all about 
them = 


= 4 

tem: »Tis like a Man of an Eftate who fits 
— to play with profeſs Sharpers, who 
can have nothing to ſtake but what they muſt 
firſt have got from ſome fuch Fools as himſelf... 
And indeed, if daily experience did not con- 
vince us there were ſuch People to be met with, 
Reaſon. wou'd be apt to incline one to look 
upon the Suppoſition of ſuch a T hing as an Ex- 
8 and an Abſundity. . 


ri s a very juſt Reflection of the firſt Earl 
of Shaftsbury's, that Reputation is the Buſineſs 
of all great Dealers in the World. Tis 
like Credit in Trade, which, very often, ſupplys 
the Place of Money: But then both are equal - 
ly ſubject to the ſame Inconvenience, of being : 
afily forfeited by ill conduct, and never alter ] 
o be retriev d when they : are once loſt. 

5 HE tune! is, the cunning Fellows (as 
ey are proud of being call'd) will till per- 
ſwade themſelves they can (like ſome of their 
Brethren the Necromancers of 'Old) be inviſible. 
as often as they pleaſe. They can, as Dr. South 
apreſſes it, fay their Heart is 3 with 


CP ya DW 


jn this they deceive themſelves as much as ever 


Big RE . 10 3 
| God whilt their hands are i in one's Pocket, But 


they can have done others; For they muſt be 
9 diſcover'd at firſt Sight by a tolerable Obſerva- 
tion, and will, in a little time, be found out 
by the blindeſt of their Cullics ; ſince tho 2 
cannot ſee, he muſt, one time or othet, 
certainly be brought to bel, how, much he 
has besa impos d upon. 


py = 6 E ne Credulity, the ſtrongeſt Preju- 
dices, have yet certain bounds which they can- 
not be made to paſs, by the moſt artful De- 
ceits, and the moſt ſolemn Profeſſians : 911 
true indeed, Simplicity and Folly may, and 
often have been carried great Lengths, and the 
5 Numbers of the Deluded have given a ſtrengtl 
to the Deluſion itſelf, which it could never 

otherwiſe have had: But, as Oppreſſion wil 
make a wiſe Man mad, ſevere Sufferin 1gs wil 
Work. a much greater Miracle, and ſometime 
make a-Fool wiſe ; at leaſt wiſe enough to find 


out the Rogueries, 550 be reven dos of the Rogue 
le occaſion 'd them. . 


INDEED, 


have even gone ſo 


1 

Ixbry b, (fuch is the filly Pride of Man's 
Nature) we are eaſily flatter d out of our Senſes ; | 
the artful and the deſigning know very well 
how to make a good uſe of our Folly; tis but 
Complimenting us upon the Excellenty of our 
Fabrick, and the great Superiority of our Ac- 
compliſhmen ts, when compar'd with all other 
Parts of the viſible World, and we pre- 
ſently are ready to imagine, that even Omni- 
potence did it's utmoſt in our Favour, and that 


we are in a manner the 1 of the 


Almighty : Whereas a very little Obſervation 
might ſerve to convince us that, in many 
things, we are ſurpaſs'd by what we are apt 
to call the meaneſt Part of the Creation, and 
that even Reaſon itſelf, which we value our 
ſelves fo much upon, is, in moſt Caſes, a 
much leſs ſure Guide than Inſtinct. "How « com- 
mon is it for Men to call pafſ on Reaſon ? juſt as 
Knaves are us d to paſs their Rogueries upon 
you for Conſcience; ſo that the moſt abſurd 
and infamous Actions have found Advocates 
who have undertaken gravely to perſwade the 
World they wer Rational and Juſt. gome 


—— 


© 3 Man's 


as to affirm, that each 5 


—— —2— —— ̃ U53B!— 
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| cording to this Rule, whoever is wiſe. enough 

to keep himſelf out of the Reach of penal 

| Laws, fo. as not to be in danger of being 

bang d, need never fear paſſing for Honeſt, ſo 

long as he can plead Principle in his Defence, 
and appeal to the Sincerity of his Intention, of 

wb he done; can be a competent Jadge, © 


titude i into the World, that there is ſcarce any 


1 1 12 7: apts, 
Man's J private Opinion, is ſufficient to Juſtify 
him i in eyery thing he does; and, provided he 


acts upon the beſt of his Judgment, he is not 


to be cenſur d for his Conduct. So that ac- 


Tn 18 | hag Vs 'd ſuch a comfortable "6 


thing can be wrong in it, ſince no one will be 


weak enough to eondemn himſelf, and no Body 


elſe can have a Right to do it. Tis true, in- 


. deed, this will not hold againſt Civil Inſtitutions, 
where Statutes have determined, Conſcience will 
not ſereen the Tranſgreſſor. But how many 


Things are there chat Laws doe not deſcend to, 
which yet may be very miſchievous and deſtruc- 


tive to Society ? If a Man notoriouſly guilty 
of Ingratitude, ſhould aſſure you he had very 


good Reaſon for uſing his Benefactor like an 


5 n and that he acted WE the beſt Grounds 
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in doing fo; how: is this Matter to be wed? 
Here is the Appearance indeed of a very ſean- 
dalous Behaviour on one Side, bat then on the. 
other, there is a fincere Interition, and a thorough 
Conviction of Conſcience. Some People, per- 
haps, will tell you, tis the Duty of every Man 


who has a Family, to take all proper Ways of 


increaſing his Sdbftance, and that fo long as he 
does not violently ſeize, or privately ſteal from 
his Neighbour; he .is in the Right to be, what 
he will call induſtrious, as to every thing ele: 
And what endleſs Scenes of Fraud and Iniquity 
may not be carried on under ſuch ſanctified 
Pretences as theſe? ?. 80 that there ſeems to be. 
ſomething more wanting to keep the World in 
Order, than the bare Regulations of Society, 
ſo far as they can be digeſted into the Forms 
of Laws, thongh theſe may be indeed a great 


Step towards it. Some Men may be led, whilſt 


others muſt be drove; and different Diſpoſitions 
ſhould always meet with different Treatment. 
I muſt ſurely therefore be the capital In- 
tereſt of all Governments to promote as far as 
they can, Principles of Honour and Probity in 
a Minds of * by all fuitable Re- 
wards 5 


"Ski _ Encouragements 3 an more mY 


3 #7 ! cially, by ſetting the firſt Example of it them. 


ſelves, and preſerving as high an Opinion as is 
poſſible amongſt thoſe over whom they preſide. 


5 This would not only make their Adminiſtration 
ſiſe and eaſy, but the Submiſſion to it chearful 


and ſincere: : There would be no need of Arti- 
ice or Corruption, Threatening or Violence, 

to induce Men to come into ſuch Meaſures as 

they really thought, intended for their Service. 
Little Emiſſaries, and vile Agents, firſt perverted 
themſelves in order to pervert others, Spies 
Armies, and Executioners, (not much leſs dan- 
gerous very often to thoſe that employ 'em, than 
to thoſe againſt whom they are employ'd) would 


N 5 be AS. unneceſſary as they are burthenſome, 


The People would inſenſibly be brought to fol- 
low the Example of their Superiors, and even 
thoſe Few that could.not, would. yet find it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to preſerve Appearances, which 
would very much leſſen their Power of doing 
Miſchief: Tis in Commonwealths as in Camps, 
where-ever there is a Confidence in the Chiefs, 
there Enterprizes are generally attended with 
| Succeſs: Men are uſually bold and vigorous 
; in the Executi tion of thoſe Orders, en they 
„ have 


te 


fc 


E” 11 * 0 
have wafer to believe, are the Reſult # In- 
tegrity and Wiſdom; and it is in vain for the 


General to lead, unleſs the Soldier be diſpoſed to 


follow, and that he will never willingly do to 
his own certain Deſtruction. And this Repu- 
tation, ſo neceſſary for the Support of all Au- 
thority, is not ſo difficult to be acquired, as 

ſome Men who reſolve never to deſerve it, 
would make us believe: Whatever thoſe Go- 


vernors, who act like Beaſts of Prey, are apt to 1 


inſinuate againſt the People, whom they always 
look upon as Beaſts of Burthen, tis Se. 
juſtice and Benevolence ſeldom fail of meeting 
with ſuitable Returns. All that Sort of Popu- 
rity which intriguing Men are us'd to value 
themſelves upon, and which con fiſts chiefly 1 in 

permitting, and perhaps encouraging Luxury 
and Licentiouſneſs, is, as indeed it ought to be, 
unſtable and precarious. The End of it once 
diſcover d, the Merit of it ceaſes ; > ſince no one 
will be very forward to thank another for that 


| which he finds only done for his own fake. 


'Tis the diſtinguiſhing Mark of true Wiſdom, 
that, it will ſtand the longeſt as well as the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry: it will even in Time over- 
come the firqagaſt Prejudices againſt it:? 

whereas 


* *F i 
| r "I the mean Mimick of it, i al- 
ways. diſcovering itſelf, by. over-acting its Part; 
the moſt ſucceſsful Artifices being, for the moſt 
part, ſhort he'd; and at beſt always. termina- 


ting ſooner or later in Infamy and Deſtruction. 
The beaten Track is the eaſieſt to find, and the 
ſureſt to follow; and will probably bring you 
the ſooneſt to the End of your Journey: Nye. 
Paths are generally but the Refuge of the Guilty, 
and very often diſcover thoſe who. deſign to be 
- conceal'd by em; and when one conſiders how 
much a ſafer and a ſhorter Way it is to do one's 
Duty, than to * be trying Experiments upum the 
World, and taking ten Times as much Pains to 
aſs for Honeſt as it would really coft one to be 
truly ſo, tis impoſſible | to. look upon the 
common Practices of Mankind without at leaſt 
as muc] Aſtoniſhment as e 10 


How for have RY ever * of the voſt 
Gs Villains, whoſe Succeſſes have. not 
been overbought by the Difficulties, they have 

un through, and the conſtant Dangers which 
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five 4ttended / them n e tack 


Elevadions? Not to mention that Load of 

Guilt and Infamy which has never fail'd to 
fir heavy upon them, to the very End of 
their Lives. 80 that if one were fairly to 
ſtate the Accounts of thoſe few overgrown 
Tranſgreſſors of the known Laws of common 
Juſtice and Honeſty, who have rais'd: them- 
ſelves to be the Wonder as well as Envy of 
their Contemporaries; how ſeldom ſhould we 


find that the Purchaſe ſo far anſwer'd the 


Toils of the uneaſy Purſuit as not to leave the 


Ballance, in point of Happineſs, very much 


againſt em? Many good Qualities had Cz/ar ; 
he was brave; eloquent, - generous; and mer- 


ful and yet his unſatiable Thirſt of Domi- 
made him obnoxious to much the moſt 
wluable Part of his Countrymen, and at laſt | 
brought him to a violent Death, in which one 
of his Friends, ſuſpected even to be his own 
8onz/- ought it his Duty to be aſſiſting. 80 
true it is, that ill Effects of ſome Kind or other 
will always attend ill Practices; and tho! they 
may ſeem to ſucceed: for a Time; tho Power, 
Wealth, or Fame may be the Lot of the Di- 


N Mankind, yet the unjuſt Poſſeſſors _ 
5 of 


— 
a 
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ny theſe imaginary Bleſſings, can ab little taſte 
che Pleaſures of the Enjoyment of em, as the 
famous * Glutton could reliſh the Dainties of 
an exquiſite Repaſt, - whilſt a drawn Sword 
hung directly over his Head, which nothing 
but the ſtrength of one poor ſingle hair cou'd 
prevent from putting an End at once to ot 
: his 1 1 his Life. 


Cov' v Richard the Third hos indent: content 
Vith the Situation in which Fortune had'plac'd 
him, how bright a Figure might he have made 
in the Engliſh Story? He was Brother to a 
great King, his perſonal Abilities were equal to 
his high Station, he was made Protector of the 
Kingdom, and might poſſibly have been King 
of it in a natural Way. But the Selfiſhneſs and 
| Cruelty of his Diſpoſition, made the preſent 
Poſſeſſion of a Crown appear cheaply purchas'd, 
by the Murther of his two young Nephews in 
the Tower, which loſt him the Hearts of all 
honeſt Men, and expos'd him to the Miſ- 
fortune which ſoon after befel him, of being 
; attack d from abroad, and deſerted at Home; ; 
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Cruelties, what were the Rewards of them, 
but a ſhort Reign, an untimely * and an | 


Ons! OF 


M. * Sound Herbert of Godin * peaking 
of the Death of Ferdinand the Catholick ; makes 
this juſt and beautiful Obſervation upon him. | 
© But while he eſcap'd not the Opinion and 
the Name of Falſe He neither complied 
with his . Dignity nor indeed the Rules of 
© Wiſdom ; true Reaſon of State conſiſting of 
© ſuch ſolid Maxims that it hath as little need 
* of Deceit as a ſure Game at Cheſs of a falſe 
© Draught ; there is no Uſe of it therefore 


© among the wiſer. Sort ; as being only a 


„ſupply of Ignorance among the ruder, and 
8 worſt Kind of stateſmen. e 


br the Fifth, is - 


in the Troubles occaſion'd. by the Diſputes of 
| Religion in the Empire, he miſtook his Intereſt 
ſo far as to condeſcend to Act the mean Part 


of deceiving the Elector of Saxony; in the | 


©. unjuſt 


[ 0 nm 
e Bee of de Lange of Hh, 
had like to have been the Dupe of his on il 


judg d Cunning, having eſcap d very narrowiy 
the falling into the Hands of his ineensd 
Enemies, tho he cou d not eſcape the Scandal 
and Diſgrace of a Conduct as unworthy a great 
Prince, as the ho area ea 
dhe A of. 8 Fin 


80 0 likewiſe Phils N the Secbr P * eSpoin, wha 
ſeems to have reſembled his Father only in the 
worſt Part of his Character, by abuſing the 
'Credulity of the Counts of Eg gmont and Horn, ſ 
alienated the Affections of his Subjects in the 
e e that after 2 long, bloody, and 
h Ka denſive War, he was at laſt forc'd to ſtoop 
an ignominious Treaty, and give. up all his 
be wa to a State he had loft — en 
eee. 

BAPTISTA. NANT i in his. Hiſtory of 
Venice, remarks very truly upon King James 
the Firſt, that it was his own falſe Politicks 
that were the Occaſion of his making ſo very 
contemptible a Figure in the Time of the 
Troubles of Bohemia; the little Artifices he 

ä wh 
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» uſe of to render himſelf abſclate in a 


Country, had put it out of his Power to 
A che Part that became him, in Foreign Af. 
fairs, ſo that the End of all his fine-ſpun 
Schemes of low King-Craft, was only to make 
himſelf uneaſy and hated at home, and * | 
quently impotent and ridiculous abroad. 


Tuxsx crooked Paliticks which generally 
paſs under the Name of Reaſon of State (to 
woid a much worſe that better belongs to em) 
do indeed ſucceed ſometimes, infamous Points 
are carried by as infamous Expedients, and 
the worthy Contriver is generally not a little 
pleas'd with the- Superiority of his Genius, as 
well as the Succeſs of his Schemes: But 'Time 
falls not to ſhew, that, like a young Gameſter, 
he is but drawn in by his Luck, which he miſ- 
takes for Skill, to full greater Betts and bolder 
Play,” till at length he becomes the Bubble of 


his own Vanity and Fortune, and inſtead of the 


Wealth and Reputation he aims at, meets with - 
* „ and Ruin he ane. e 


* we ſhall ho n 


no . s but upon da ; chat worldly Af. 


10 fairs 


much; were not Richlieu and Mazarin the 


Abe ene 8e ay bd leans, 

chat in civil as well as military Conduct, you 
muſt be arm'd like. your Neighbours, Tye 
pretend to engage with them: Did any one 
blame our Harry the Eighth for treating ſome 
of his Contemporaries, as he had been treated 
by them, or was he not rather blam'd for not 
doing it ſooner ? Or could any Prince or State 
| have dealt with Ferdinand, Charles, and Fran. 
cis, without having recourſe to that Sort of 
Politicks, they ſeem'd ſo fond of and us'd ſo 


great Reſtorers of the French Grandeur, that 
lad been ſunk fo low by their domeſtick Quar- 
rels? And did not France owe a great deal ta 
their Conduct? And yet neither of theſe Church- 
men piqued themſelves much upon the Obli- 
gations of their Profeſſion, and the latter more 
eſpecially (having been employ'd often by his 
Predeceſſor in ſome not very righteous Schemes) 
got ſuch a Habit of Fraud that he grew in- 
famous for it, and it was look'd upon as a Mark 
of great Weakneſs, to put any Confidence in 
hum, or believe him capable of ſpeaking as he 

thought, or keeping his Word in any ys when 

it was his Intereſt to do otherwiſe. 
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2 ad Ar Light, it will 
be neceflary to conſider the Conſequences of the 
Politicks of | theſe great Princes with regard to 
themſelves, their Kingdoms, and Europe in ge- 
neral: And as to themſelves, one cannot but 
obſerve, how much Trouble and Uneaſineſs, 
they ſuffer d, how many Difficulties they run 
into, and how many low and unworthy Actions 
were occaſioned by their continual Endeavours 
to ſurprize and impoſe upon each other: Fun. 

cis, to put an End to his long Captivity, was 

foreed to enter into Engagements md | 
and diſadvantageous, impoſed upon him by the 
Emperor, which he never deſigned to make good, 
and which, perhaps, had he deſign'd it, he 
would not have been able to have effected. 
Thence all thoſe abuſive Declarations, Letters, 
Meſſages, and even Challenges, that made 
them the Jeſt of foreign Courts, as well as the 
Contempt of their own: And as to their: 
Kingdoms, how much loſs of Blood and Trea- 


ſure to carry on Deſigns of no Benefit to their 


ſeveral Countries, and which ſeem'd rather to be 
the Effects of Malice and Revenge than the 


Reſult of any deliberate- and wiſe Counſels. = 


Then 
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Then as to Europe in general, the Nuri: took 


Hazy 2, A * 
z 


tte Opportunity of - their *Quartels; 10 male 
| themſelves' Maſters of the Wand of Rhodes; 
where they might have been very eaſily defeated 


5 


had there been the leaſt Union amongſt the 
_ Chriſtian Princes, to have defendec 


ir. How 
in the Reigns of Jam. 


different was the Caſe 


the Firſt King of Arragon, and Ferdinand the 
Third of Caftile, about two Centuries before; 


they by a well-judg'd Agreement between then. 
ſelves, which they were prudent enough never 
to let any little Ingereſts diſturb, both kept their 
ieichbouring Te free from/ the Miſchieh 


of Ravages and Wen and likewiſe were 


enabled to make large Conqueſts upom the 
Mhors, and by that Means laid the Foundation 


el the future Greatneſs of the de Spaniſh Mon- 
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AnD EY notwitaning all b 6 may 
have been faid in Favour of the great Mini: 
{tries of Nichelieu and Mazarin'; the Cardinals 
' D' Aniboiſe and Ximenes did more Good; or ra- 


ther leſs Hurt to their ſeveral Countries during 


their Adminiſtrations, were better belov*dwhilft 
re hv'd, and left a much better Reputation 
e "oe" 
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e br del, 8 1 in Went : 
parts of his Writings incline very much to the 
Crafty in Matter of Politicks, but he liv'd. at 
« Time and in a Country where Scruples were 
not in Faſhion, eſpecially if they ſtood in the 
way of any notable Acquiſitions, and fo ſeems 
to have thought the Honour lay more in = 
Succeſs than the Means of obtaining it: 
was like Alexander, for cutting the Knot A ; 
he could not readily untie, without conſidering 
that might as effectually have been done” =" WINK a 
Cook's Knife as a Tn" 8 Swotd, ”y 


Bo T a8 his he Conſbqubtite muſt 9000 be n 
into the Account in the Conduct of Affairs, as 
well as the preſent temporary Advantages, no 
Actions ſurely can be reputed wiſe ones, that 
pay ſo dear for their tranſitory Ertiolumients, 
as to purchaſe em at the Risk of Fortune, and 
perhaps not very diſtant Evils; the Extent and 
Duration of which tis not in the ene ay 
—— Prudenec to foreſee.” : | 

E PHILIP 


| ; Fraud, he called in the Specie and Plate of his 


1 Hane and Diſſolution. The Great Men 
r for 


* 


Y £6 * . 

PHILIP Ie BELL king of France I fe 
Was very profuſe in his Expences, and ſo it be- in 
came neceſſary for him to take all Methods of I 0 


raiſing upon his People the Money to anſwer 
them: He valued his Miniſters, but as they 
were fertile in Inventions of Opprefii ion and 


Subjects, and then baſely delivered it back to 
them again, very exorbitantly above the in- 
trinſick Value; he laid arbitrary Taxes, and in 
ſhort, omitted no ſort of Injuſtice, how _ 
and crying ſoever, to pillage the Country ; 
Coadjutor Marigny, after he had ſerved 4 
Maſter forgot not himſelf, fo that his Admini- 
ſtration was but a licenſed kind of Robbery, and 
Plundering the Kingdom under a Pretence of 
Government. Count Boullainvilliers (who 0 
if he be at all partial, is partial on the right Side, 

in Defence of the Liberties of Mankind againſt b 
the united Attempts of bad Princes, bad Mini- N 
ſters, and bad Churchmen to deſtroy them) gives If 
a very natural but a very terrible Account of | 
chat Reign: France, ſays he, infected by the ill 
Example of the Court, became almoſt univerſal- 
ly corrupt, there was. nothing but Self. intereſt, 


4 
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be q 27 1 
„r hs moſt part given up'to Violence, Kiavery, 
and Treaſon, had forgot all the Notions of Ho- 5 
f nour, Generoſity, and Faithfulneſs, ſo becom- 
Ing their Rank and ſo much the Practice of their 
Anceſtors; the Women outdid all others in abo- 
q ninable Exceſſes; Proſtitutions and Poiſonings 
ic Wl were: their common Amuſements and Diverſi- 
o Mons. The great Officers of the Kingdom and 
. all who had any Share of Favour made uſe of 
n Mit wich a kind of Oſtentation and Vanity, to the 
Ruin of their Country; and the common Peo- 
b 
b 


ple grew ſo wicked and dangerous, that beſides 
private Murthers, they wou'd poiſon the very- 
„wells and Fountains, not caring how many 
1 MWThoufands periſhed, fo that they could but 
 {Wgatify their TOO" upon a art ee, of 
o {Weber own. 


„Bur the King 6040 very dear for the Evits 

t Ide had been the Occaſion of; his three Sons 

- {Wives were convicted of notorious Adulteries, 
s bor which one of them died by the Hands of an 
* WExecutioner ; and his whole Family became 
the Feſt and Scandal of the Publick. Himſelf 
grew ſo odious and deſpicable, that there was 
a powerful Conſpiracy framed againſt him, the 
1 of which were generally thought 


to 


p 


e 
= 
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to have been che Occaſion of his Death, which 
in all Probability came but juſt in Time to ſave 
him from being depoſed or murthered; and he 
left his Kingdom to his gueceſſor in ſa miſetable 
2 Condition, that it was a Work of great Time 
and Difficulty to recover it out of that ruinous 
and deſperate State; if indeed it can ever be ſaid 
to have throughly recovered. Penſionary De Wit 
obſerves very rightly, that That is not to be called 
a Good Government, where the Happineſs or 
Miſery of the Subjects depends upon the good 
or bad Qualities of thoſe that are at the Helm: 


; But where the only : Security of the Magiſtrate 


a lies in the due Performance of his Office, and 
he has no other Way of making himſelf ſafe, 
dut by making his People happy. And it was 


e probably for this Reaſon he was always ſo ſtre- 


nuous a Republican, imagining perhaps it was 
more likely to find ſuch a Govern ment under 2 
; Commonwealth than a Monarchy. 5 


' Cur 8 it is ſomething than 8 to be 


of vicious and corrrupt in Man's Nature; (how 


ever it came there, ) and conſequently Reſtraints 
upon Men i in Power are the beſt and indeed- the 


only Securities of their not abuſing i it. That fa- 
mous 


Fa» 1 
mous ſeying of a Roman Emperor: 1 Olerint 
aum Metuant, tends directly to turn all Princes 
into Tyrants, and Subjects into Slaves; and 
therefore of all Reſtraints, that of being obliged 
to act in ſ uch a Manner as to preſerve a good 
Reputation would ſurely be the moſt ef- 
fectual of any: Hypocriſy as great a Fault as 
it is amongſt private Men, may be in ſome 
Degree eſteem'd a kind of Virtue amongſt thoſe 


of high Stations, in that it at leaſt preſerves” a 1 


community from ſuch a barefac d and exceſſive 
Proſtitution, as brings it to the very. Brink of the 
Precipice, O ! venalis Res publica, mox peritura 
h Emptorem inveniat, ſaid. Tugurtha of the 
Romans ; a prophetical Speech and fully juſtifi- 
fied by the Event. For a Purchaſer i is not long. 
wantin 8 when once a Country comes to be ſet 
up at Auction, neither indeed is the Purchaſe | 
very difficult, ſince it is generally ſo contrived, 
that the Fools are bought with their own Mo- 
ney, and from a voluntary and corrupt Slave-. 
ry, inſenſibly bring W into an abſolute 
ang perpetual One. | 


RUY GOMEZ De SIL VA us'd to 
ay of the Inhabitants of the low Countries, 


nd Ra 


"i headlong into the Extreams on each Side, 
| and generally they go from one to the other : 
Many real Grieyances made an Oppoſition ne- 


was not enough to remedy thoſe Evils ; the 
World at that Time was poſſeſſed of ſuch a 


than the Nature of human Affairs would admit 


of Richard Cromwell. No ſooner had the 
»I mean not verbal Security only; ; that was rightly enough 


by the Cunning of the other Side, and the Treachery o ſome 


5 have ſettled the Protectorſnip ſo well, as to have made his Son or 
any other who had ſucceeded him, a mere Sultan uncontroulable 


by any Law, hut that of his own Will, and liable to no other Pan- 


1 30 5 „ 

that Wy + were as Fierce as Lions in Defence 
of their Liberties, againſt thoſe who attacked 
| them by open Force but no People more apt 
to give them i bp: on a Sa by 8 own — 
= and Humour. 2 


2 . . . 


T7 I s the uſual Weaknefs of Mankind to 


— oo — © 


ceflary in King Charles the Firſt's Days ; but it 


Spirit of Diffidence, that no Security could be 
found ſufficient. * And thus by deſiring more 


of, to avoid one fort of Slavery they fell into 
another, and efcaped the Effects of their 
own Folly, but by the accidental Incapacity + 


P 


faut but ſome other more effectual might have been contrived 
was probably intended by the Earl of 7 Ex and his Party, till 


of their own, they loſt all Credit. 
+ Had Richard been as able and bold as Oliver was, he might 


15 bu the Fury of the Soldiers. 
Changes 


>" Tomas mrg ==_ 


1 


changes and Confuſions of thoſe e 


Times, made way for the Reſtauration, but 
the old Frenſj return'd again, and the People 
thought they could do no leſs than give up 
all their o.wn Rights to the Son, as they had 
with great Judgment taken away all the Rights 


(che Wiſdom of Fools) fav d our Anceſtors i in 
hy they came off by a Kind of Miracle, ſince 


they ow'd their deliverance to the good Senſe, 
and diſintereſtedneſs of two great Courtiers, 


out ſome Mark of National France, 


the ill effects of epidemical Madneſs, to ſtop the 


Tide of it is impoſſible, all that can be done is 
to break a little it's force and to direct it as 
much as may be to the leaſt dangerous Side. 
This r requires ſome judgment and Addreſs, and 
none but Men of the greateſt Integrity will be 
at the risk and trouble of the Experiment, A 
much 


of the Crown from his Father. As good luck 


the former Inſtance, ſo in the Latter, one may | 


one of which was Rewarded afterwards bra 
Parliamentary Proſecution, which ended in his. 
Baniſhment, and tis poſſible the other, if he 
had liv'd longer might not have gone off with- 5 


Dir ricure, very difficult it 1 to prevent 
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Fate of thoſe, who have labour d and loſt mf 


| Leeks and Onions of their Neighbours, and 


T1 


5 Wh more eaſy and advantagious Sort of Po- 
1 liticks it will be, to Swim down with the 


Stream, and make Uſe of its rapidity to carry 
on a private Trade, leaving the publick to ſhif 
for itſelf, as happens but too often to be the 


in it 8 9 


1 


An ND > ba 1 can 6 chte del reflect on th 
ccni Tempers of moſt Men; often 
ready to contrive, and always active in carrying 
on ſuch Meaſures as end in their own unhap- 
pineſs! There ſeem's to be an eternal Fluctu- 
ation in all worldly affairs. Reſtleſs and un- 
| Ready, weary of their old Cuſtoms and Uſages, 
and tir d of even the very beſt Conſtitutions 
human Policy can frame, greedy after the 


preferring * em to the greateſt Dainties of their 
own Growth. What a Number of voluntary 
Exile do Men bring upon themſelves! The Road 
lies plain and eaſy to all that Happineſs we are 
dn of in Society, and we muſt firſt reſolve 
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to leave the beaten: Da before it is . | 


1 1 


1 cov 0 Fn 1 pike the 
Sicilian gives of the ancient Egyptians without 
che utmoſt Satisfaction and Complacency. That 
noble Simplicity of Manners making the pubs 
lick Good the chief End and Aim of all their 
Politicks, what a great Idea does it give one _ 
the Prudence and Honeſty of that wiſe People 
The ſevere Laws againſt Perjury, Calumnies, 
and Crucltics, as well to enn as their on 
der — ardmb ; and thoſs er- 
cellent regulations to prevent the many Abuſes 
of Courts of Juſtice, the Cowardice and Inſo- 
lence of the Soldiery, the ill effects of Idle- 
neſs, Pride and Villainy amongſt the common 
people, muſt have render d their Properties no 
leſs ſecure: But what ſeems moſt admirable 


of all was their making infamy a more terrible 
Puniſhment than. even Death iſe, 


85 HAM 18 W ned is hi beſt Guard of 
re Virtue : Laws may indeed puniſh great and no- 
ve fl torious Crimes, Robbers and Aſſaſſins may meet | 
le with the juſt Reward of their Villainies; but 
hs: natural Malignity of ill Men will Rill have 


Ls 


1 34 F = 
great Scope to | exerciſe itſelf, to the Prejudice 
of Society. - Private Tnjuſtices, Fraud, and De- 
famatiohs may be carried on fo as not to come 

& Sell under the Coguizance oß the Magiſtrate' 

0 = nat. Beſides, Law may be evaded, Judge: 

rrupted, Evidences Hir d, when once there is 

Weh to be fear'd except the Ax and the Gib- 

bet. But Shame will have a much more ex- 

benſtve ——— when the Great cannot glory 

Oppreffions, the Rich in their ill potten 

ages: nor the mean ſpitited envious Wretch.n in 
his Little Arts of Malice and Detractior: 

the Cxiwinals of all Kinds are treated with 

Peteſtation and Abhorrence; and. Contempt 1 is 

the no leſs certain conſequence of private Of. 


fences than ina) and Death will be of publick 


and: flagrant ones re will then be little 
room — for ill Actions of any 
| Kind: The Hazard? Will b too evident, the 


Gains too uncertain, and, what-1 is more terrible 
to ſome Sort of Men, the Poſſeſſion will be 
Kier all but 1 F e auch 
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powerful Effect the fear of Infamy has on the 


has — 
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EY of Men, than to conſider that it 1 
make eim confront the greateſt Dangers and go 

oldly almoſt upon certain Death itſelf; and 
that nat only in defence of their Country and 
their juſt Rights and Priviledges, (for this were 
leſs to be wonder d at,) but even upon the moſt. 
romantick Expeditions - Of Ambitious kane 
and the idle Quarrels, which the Folly, Inca- 
pacity, or Corruption of their Miniſters may 
happen to bring em into. A ſenſe of Shame 
will, we ſee, likewiſe check the next ſtrongeſt . 
paſſion to the Love of Life, which is the Love 
of Pleaſure; The very Women, whoſe great Idol 
it is, and who ſeem. to think themſelves born, 
as it were, to be the Playthings of the World, 
and to be for ever running thro a courſe of 
Gallantry during their whole Lives, are yet 
very often ſo afraid of Scandal, as to ſacrifice their 
Intereſt to their Character: Take away this Bar- 
rier, and let a contrary | Faſhion once Preyail in a 
Country, and you will ſoon ſee, the fame Wo- 
men ſetting examples to the Men of the moſt 
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h Libertiniſm and Rakery, | „ 


81 Nel E therefore Governments 8675 hive ſuch 
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recung and applyinigthisPafſion to the Benefit of 
Society, for which Purpoſe it was probably de- 
ſign d by Nature; What-ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
who both by Example and Precept, in Action 
and in Convetſation, take ſo much Pains to ex- 


plode and drive it out of the World? To 
govern Men by encreaſing and fomenting their 
Vices, when it might be as eaſily, and much 
more ſafely done, by the nurſing up Virtue a- 
mong em, what a Madneſs and Folly is it? 
'Tis as if a Gentleman ſhould employ all his 
Tenants, Vaſſals and Servants in perpetual thiey- 
ing from his Neighbours for his own Benefit, 
till he had ſo much accuſtomed them” to a 
Habit of Idleneſs and Plundering, that they 
Hi would become doch uſeleſs and dangerous to 
himſelf. 
1 Tx E greateſt Encore that was ever made 
upon the famous Miniſter Richelieu, was the 
calling him a Genie V 4ſt, an Expreſſion not fully 
to be explain'd in Engl. ſb without a Paraphraſe: . 
It was faying that his Views were all Grand, his 
Politicks employ d upon great Deſigns, and 
conducted in a noble and generous Way: 
Whereas the Cardinal De Retz deſcribes his 
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Dt 
gubceffor Mazarin as a deſpicable little Fellow, 
chiefly employ d in ſecuring himſelf, and filling 
. with his own Dependants and Crea- 
tures, purſuing theſe worthy Ends bye as worthy 
pj ſuch as Spies, Falſhoods, Frauds and 
Briberies ;\. and in ſhort, debaſi ng the Character 
of a Firſt Miniſter of a great Kingdom, into 
that of a common Sharper or. Pickpocket : : And 
the Conſequence was natural upon ſuch a way 
of proceeding, he brought, ſays the Cardinal 
De Nera, the Government i into Co N the 


my „ Di e of a state. 
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Wirbeln in al his moſt bold and n Ty 
Schemes, for ſome ſuch he had by which his 
Country then ſuffer d and even "ſtill ſuffers, yet 
however preſerv d Appearances as much as poſ- 
ſible; and ſeem'd even to have wiſh'd he could 
have been a better Friend to the Publick: 

> Whereas Mazarin ſtuck at nothing g, bluſh'd at 

/ I nothing, and even in the very beſt Things he 
ever happened to do, the bad Heart was viſible, 
sad he plainly appear'd to be acting againſt his 
Nature. This made his Adminiſtration mean 
well as odious: He was oppos d, threaten d, 

s | PO and fore d to fly out of France, and 
- $1 * would 
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* babes Enulation, and Quando his Eren 


. A Genie Vaſt in Politicks watits nk the Help 
% — Methods to carry on the Buſineſs of 3 
Kingdom, and is too wiſe not to ſee the ill Ef. 
fects of em. There is nothing more eaſy than 
to introduce Corruptions into a State; and no- 
thing more difficult then to root them out 2. 
gain when once they come to ſpread wide. 
Majorien Emperor of the Weſt, was a brave, 

an able, and a worthy Man, but it was his Lot 
to govern in times of great Licence; he made 
a Shift however, to reſtore ſome Order amongſi 
the Troops, and in the Finances of the Empire, 
but he could-never get the better of the Corrup- 
tions of his own. Court. A late Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves upon this Occafion that, The Founders 

© of new Eſtabliſhments and States have ſeldom 

Ad any but foreign Enemies to defend themſelves 
4 gp, whereas he that goes about to recover 
a Nation out of a Condition of Miſrule and 

ay eder, will find himſelf ſurro 1 with 


0 Enemies at home, and often thoſe that are 
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 neateſt his om Perſon, | Hiſtory were us. 
, Dem ä e PR but one 

metts with not above: two or three: Who have 

been able to feform ſuch as have once ſank 
into Vileneſs and Degeneracy: A violent 
0 © Deathi is the COMMION Reward of Attempts 
« of this kind Ho important therefore is the 
prevention of ſuch Evils which ſpread ſo faſt 


remedied, rarely end in any thing ſhort of Ruin? 
aud this naturally calls to my Mind that excet- 
lent. Reflection Mr. Rollin makes upon the A. 


f themans, when they had loſt their Conſtitution 
and were ſubjected to Autipater. 8 They were, 
1 WM © fays: he, à Sett of mutinous and mercenary 
; c „ 0 without the e ſpark of Virtue 


* Bounds-it: vught to have, the Duties it requires, 
or the Ends hs which it was as deſign'd. d. 


ful Leſſons to be learnt from Hiſtory. I ſhall 


h 
«| not undertake to determine where Luxury firſt 


and Take ſuch deep Root, and yet if not foon | 


« Idea of Liber = - but quite ignorant of the 


3 E Riß and Fall of aa is Nantes of & curi- 
ous Obſervation and perhaps one of the moſt uſe- 
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begin etz Pep ths Wan «little odd 
to ſuppoſe, as ſome. have affected to db; that it 
| ſhould begin with the inferior and poorer Rank of 
| Men... Certain however it is, that from thence 
moſt flouriſhing Nations may date their Decay 
and Deſtruction. As idle and extravagant Ex- 
pences prevail, Induſtry grows leſs; and Wealth 
3 Unuſual, unjuſt, and unjuſtifiable 
Methods are found out to ann! in en and 


1 3 are 3 — Hence 
ariſe Emulations, Envyings, Hatred and Diſtruſt, 
the Bane of Society. Courage i is enervated, all 
Notions of Honour, Love of their Country, 
and Zeal for the publick Welfare are deſtroyed 
amongſt, Men; And in their Place ariſe, little 
Arts, low Deſigns, and mean Contrivances to 
extort from and prey upon one another. Juſ- 
tice itſelf becomes  venal, and what alone can 


check and controul this prevailing Evil, does 
but by the Abuſe of it, add Fewel to the Flame; 
and like a corrupted Air in time of Peſtilence, 
Kills thoſe who fly to it for Relief. | 


Non auro, tectiſve modus: menſaſque pilores 
Aſpernata fames: cultus geſtare decoros 
Vir nuribus, rapuere mares : fecunda virorum 
Faupertas fugitur; totoque acceſſitur orbe, 
OP gens has perit. Lac. * Prim. 
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andneedlefs, ſince they are ſo very apparent: 
have therefore always thought ſumptuary aſe 
4 neceſſary part of the Conſtitution of all 


invade; the Property of another, why ſhould he 


the unthinking and vainglorious, is ſo very abſurd, 


ſhould ever enter into even the weakeſt Head. 


without the latter : N. ature cannot ſub ſiſt with 
out Order, nor Order without ſome Inequalities, 


of Mankind way imagine who know ne other 


„ vu De. Re. Lib: 11. Via. Edt. Flor Fag. its” 
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r woll be endleſs to mention the maß 0 
Miſchiefs of Luxury they are ſo nu er 


— Since one Man is not to be ſuffer d to 


be allowy d to arrogate to himſelf the Diſtinctions 
of thoſe of a ſuperior Station in Life? That 
* levelling Principle, the darling Whimſey of 


would ſurprized (if any thing in this 
World could be thou ght wonderful) how it 


Difference of -Ranks is-as requiſite i in a Com- 

munity as different Seaſons are in a Climate 3 
The World could be no more govern d without 
the f former, than it could be fed and maintain'd 


and could e ever Men be brought t to a, reaſonable | 
A Reflection upon themſelves, they would eaſily 
s 8:3 that this Grievance, if it be one, is Una- 
voidable. . But. whatever the il adging Fart 5 


cutive Power, whoſe duty it is, and whoſe 
conſtant Buſineſs it ſhon'd' be, 7" Oe: 
the whole, muſt |  how- 
ever compel thin, to comein,” A Government 
| can ſcarcely over. be too mild in Things of an 


of the Mad and Phantaſtical, and there *6nly 


unconcernedneſs or Indolenee wou'd be deſtruc- 
| tive. 3 ir 7 Fa han ell & Wr nt & 45 IT 


. ever mixing chemſclves in * Tranſactions, 
and what uſually goes under the ſpecious Name il - 
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N when . 8: n ſo often deſtroy the 
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Rule of Actioi but their un Will, the Eve. 


maſt} ede diene 
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lifferent Nature, or wo ſevere in matters of 


2 and Danger. The The Publick muſt 
not be ſaerific d to the Capriee or Humour 


wholeſome” Severities are commendable, Where 
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of Politicks, is too often nothing more than the 
intereſted Schemes of a Faction or a Cabal: | 


Hence it ſometimes happens, that Luxury be- 
comes an Eng gine of State, and is induſtriouſly 


promoted as a Means of impoveriſhing and 
humbling a People that they may be govern d | 


with more Faſe, and plunder'd with leſs Riſque. | 


But alaſs! how ſhortſi ghted is human Cun- 


1 Ends 
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1 they are defign'd w Serve,” The Corrupt, 
the!:Baſe; and the Negenerato- may be faid to 
bee at the Mercy of the Generous, the Enter- 
prizing, and the Bold. They may be inſulted 
with impunity, invaded with Succeſs, and even 
conquer d without much Difficulty. Darius 
no doubt thought himſelf very ſecure when 
be ſurveyd his own vaſt Army, and con- 
ſider d the ſmall Number of the Macedonian, 
who were coming to Attack him: And had the 
great Cyrus been there with a much leſs Body 
of his old Perfians, tis probable Alexander. 
might have met with the Fate he deſerv'd;. 
But Darius found to his coſt, that all his Gran- 
deur was imaginary, a, Grandeur of the; Eye 
alone, no ways able to abide the Teſt of an 
Engagement with a handful of hardy diſciplin d 
Soldiers, Clad in 0 pn Steel, and ane with 


eee even to a F of N- 
dicule, is "the Account we have of an banden 
en his Veterans to Rok their Spears at 
the” Faces of the fine. Young Roman Gentry 
in the mane of Pompey Amaz'd at this un- 

Sn expected 


: their Dreſs or an thei La 


| . 

expected Attack upon their Beauty, They: for- 
got their Courage, and run all away which they 
might as well have done for fear of 1 


14 ro” 


TE Turks, bor a Aten tract dog time 


together, by the rapidity of their Conqueſts, 


alarm'd and terrify'd all Europe, but they ow'd 
their Succeſs in a good Meaſure to the great 


; Subje&tion of their Troops in time of War, 


and the Simplicity of their Diet and Manner 


of Living. This made em reſolute to undergo 
the fatigues of thoſe long and -bloody. Sieges 


they undertook, and. enabled em to ſubſiſt 


ſuch numerous Armies, ſo far ingag'd in an 
 Ehemy's Country N laid waſte m de- 
WE'D ee their Arrival. 80 


. e 


THERE is a a Kind of a rn 8 
which is abſolutely neceſſary for the Support 


0 all States; Society is a Sort of Machinery, 
every individual has his Part to Act, and · il 


even any of the loweſt Springs are out of Order, 


the whole Frame ſuffers ſome Damage, and it 
it be conniv'd at and left to grow and. 3 
5 Confuſion will follow. 
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{ \PRINCIPIIS Ohle, is a very al 
Maxim in che Body Politick as well as the Na- 


tural Body, when the Evil gets ta a Head, the 
Bemedies muſt be Violent, and altho Ne- 


ceſſary, yet are often Dangerous : Tis for this 
Reaſon, the manners of a. People ſhou'd be 


carefully attended 'to and obſery'd. If by the. 


Accidents of foreign Wars, or domeſtick Diſ- 
cords,” ſome new Cuſtoms are introdug'd; if 
Inſolence, Rapine, and Cruelty ſhowd take the 


Place of Decency, Frugality, and good Nature; 
tis high time for a Government to interpoſe, 


and prudently and vigourouſly put a Check to 


the growing Irregularity of ſuch a Spirit. Peace 
and Plenty, as good Things as they are, have 


yet their ill Sides; and if they produce Prodi- 


gality and Diſſoluteneſs amongſt a People, they 
will in a very little Time have as ill Effects, as 


the worſt that are to be fear d from the contrary 
extreams. Every Country has its different Hu- 
mours, Manners and Diſpoſition ; and if it is 
not very difficult for a Man much converſant 
in the World, to diſtinguiſh the Natives of each 
Part of it by ſomething peculiar in their Com- 
| 8 1 Behaviour; He may do it ſtill 


More 


\ 
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manner of Living, or perhaps may be the Effecs 


how proper a Thing it is for all Governments 
g to have an Eye to thoſe: particular Wl Q- 


Who was then at his Court and ſeem'd ſur- 
priz'd at the Severity of ſome late Executions, te 
that he did not know the Nature of that People, 
and were it not for the rigour of ſuch Puniſh- 


the very different Pigure, that great Kingdom 
now makes in Europe, from what it did half a 
Century ago, but muſt admire the Judgment, 


of an arbitrary Authority, convert a Herd of 


T 4s © 
more eafily 1 their ſeveral Tempe, Habit 
| and Failings, It wou d bo too invidio Taſk 
to produce the many Inſtances that might occur 
and contribute to the Proof of this Aſſertion; 
The uſe 1 wou'd. make of it is only to-obſerve 


* Y f 


lities, that may be occafion'd by Ci 


of the Climates they live under. The late Peter, 
who very well deſerves the Name of the Great 


Czar of Moſeovy, told a Foreigner of Quality 


ments, no Man cou'd fleep ſecure in his Bed 
at Moſecoro. And there is no one who: conſiders 


Conduct, and Vigour of that Prince, who eou'd 
in ſo ſhort a Time, turn Darknefs into Light, 
and by the beſt Uſe that perha ps was ever made 


Savages into an n * and gallant Na- 


tion 0 


fi: 1 

1 Sen ma of thoſe employed it in t a 

Gl and military Affairs, fince of them only 
beit Neighbours can be Judges; for 'ts ſcaret 

to conceive the Reformation can have 
ertenllecd to the whole L Dominions, 8 dard 4 
Matter has it always been to aboliſh Barbariſm 
iſentled 'a it it enn " — rr db ua 
Ad 3 0 N 


* Fen of te World, x we ry his 


the People; Lycurgius and Solon, both acted up- 


? | 
vas firſt to make them good Men: It was for 


this Reaſon Lycurgus directed that the Educa - 
tion of Children ſhould be the Buſineſs of the 
publick: They were to be inſtructed together 
in Schools appointed for this Purpoſe, chat they 
might be taught to obey and reverence their Su- 


periors; to make the Laws of their Country the 


Rule of their Actions, and get a Habit of Sub- 


| 
5 miſſion i in their Youth, to fit them the better 
g 


for publick Offices and Command, as they grew 


up to an Age and Experience for it. Solbn like- 
, Os amon angſt many other good Regulations, 


Law+givers took great care of the Manners of 


to make Men good Subjects, the ſureſt Way 


obliged 


latter is commonly the Caſe of the poorer Rank 
of Mankind; they want the Means and fo very i 
ſeldom entertain the Thoughts, of having their 
Children brought up to the Knowledge of any 
thing, but what may juſt enable them to keep 
from ſtarving z . and even the Rich content 
themſelves with the common Road of a Schooh 
where little is ever taught but the bare Know- 


nerally choſe by Favour or liitereſt, act as one 


\ 


3 L. . 7 
cbliged che Senate of the Ar 


9, 


how many. Lives would it fave, and What a 
F und of Riches would it be to a trading Couns 


try. Other Laws ſeem calculated for the Pu. 
niffiment of Crimes; but theſe tend to a nuch 
better Purpoſe, preventing the -Commiſſion. of 


them: Tis to a bad, or rather no Education at 
all, that ſo many People owe their Ruin: The 


ledge of Languages, and where the Maſters, ge- 


might well expect, R much more con- 
cerned about the Perqu ifites than the Duties of 
their Calling: Some {mall ſmattering. of. Gree! 


and 


2 


reofagt;” to Enquire: 
into the Way of | Life of their Subjects how 
they ſubſiſted Themſelves and their Fam amilies, 
and to puniſh ſeverely: ſuch amongſt them a 
were found idle, negligent, or extravagant. How 
many Miſchiefs would ſuch a Method prevent 


1% 1 
FE”: en, the knowing the Meaſures or a 
Verſe, and the being able to write a Page or 
two of Words with little or no Meaning, pro- 


vided there be no falſe Grammar in it, which 


is what they call Exerciſes, make up the whole 


further Care it is commonly to rivet them to 
ſome Church, Sect, or Form of Religion, with a 


total Ignorance of, and a thorough Averſion to 
all others; a right Method no doubt to make 
Men fiery, wrongheaded Biggots, but never 
good Citizens, nor uſeful Members of a Com- 


; _— But were Publick Schools (as ſurely 


jy Fong over: 7 publick Authbeiey; . Poke 


wou'd not want what was neceſſary for the In- 


ſtruction of their Children, and the Rich would 


be much more ſecure of its being performed 


honeſtly, diligently, and uſefull/; each might be 
taught what was proper for them in their diffe- 
rent Stations, and all would be well ground- 

ed in Principles of Probity, Juſtice and Be- 
nevolence; without which Religion is but 


a Name, like putting a Badge on a Man's 


Coat; to denote him to be of this or that 


* without acquainting him with the 


H 1 8 Skil 
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Skill and W of the Trade he ane 
tog; neither can I think ſuch a Caſe at all below 
| the Dignity of the ſupream Power, tho' the 
great Affairs of a State are generally underſtood 
to be the encreaſing their Revenues at home, 
and the Management of their Alliances and 
Conqueſts abroad; but theſe are like the Super- 
ſtructure of a Building, which tho' never ſo. or- 
namental and ſhowy, will be of little Uſe or 
- Duration unleſs the Ground-wark be ny 
ſolid; and in good repair: A right Education 
of Vouth is this Ground- work, upon which all 
the reſt leans; and if that be wrong plac d, ill 
compacted, or careleſiy put together ; the Bulk, 
often miſtaken for the Power, of a Community, 
like the Ornaments of a Building, do but oppreſs 
it the more, and deſtroy it the ſooner, But 
as the beſt Education will not always get the 
better of a bad Diſpoſition, and as there is ſuch 
an unaccountable Malignity in ſome Natures, 
that like a barren Soil no Culture can improve 
or amend them 6 the next care of the Commu- 
nity ſhould be to watch over them, and prevent 
their ill Effects; and this can no way better be 
done than, «cording to that Law of Solon, to 
keep them employed. Wen Overſeers in the 
"122 © ſeveral 
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rel Diſtriets pointed to e the private 
Behaviour of each Family, to ſee that none 
were exempt from the common and - neceſſary 


Employments of Life, but that they were pro- 


vided for by an honeſt and uſeful Induſtry; 


Idleneſs, the univerſal Parent of all Roguery and 
Miſchief, might eafily be check d. And who- 


ever conſiders what vaſt Numbers are made 
miſerable themſelves, and contribute to make 
thers ſo too, by being left to their own Sloth | 


and Perverſeneſs, cannot but agree that ſuch 


a Regulation would be of the higheſt Benefit to 


the whole, as well as to every individual Mem- 


ber of a Society.  Xenophon, in his account of 


the Perſan Government, takes notice of the 


great Care they had of the Cultivation and Im- 
provement of their Lands: The Kings them- 
ſelves did not think it below their Dignity to 


make frequent Viſits to the ſeveral Provinces of 
their great Empire, and when their other Affairs 


did not allow them that ·Leiſure, ſome of the 
greateſt Men in Rank, and moſt eminent for 


Abilities and Probity, were deputed in their 


ſtead. And in theſe Viſits not only Matters re- 
hting to the Troops, the Finances, the Admini- 


. e of Juſtice, and the flouriſhing of Tide © 
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the Gardens of private People, in order to di- 
ſtinguiſh ſuch as were Remarkable ſor their good 


ment muſt it have been to induſtry, when pro- 


| ſurvey; from time to time the Management of 
the Husband-man, to commend and even re- 


of Man, which | ſhews him to have been by 


any one of ſo lazy a Diſpoſition but muſt be 


but the publick Buildings, Roads, Bridges, 
Woods, and the very Agriculture and Handi- 
craft. Trades were | examined and inſpected. 
And thoſe Governors whoſe, Provinces were 
40 in the beſt Condition in theſe ſeveral Re- 
ſpects, were ſure to meet with Favour and Grati- 
fications; as thoſe who were found otherwiſe 
never fail'd of being diſcountenanced or remov- 
ed. Cyrus.the Younger, went even ſo far as to 
inform himſelf of the Culture and Condition of 


as © 


Husbandry, from thoſe that were idle and ne- 
gligent in their Affairs. What an Encourage- 
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per Officers were appointed by the Publick to 


ward the Active and Skillful, and reprimand and 
pu niſn the Indolent, the Ignorant, and the 
Slothful. There is a Reſtleſſneſs in the Mind 


Nature deſigned for Action, and there is ſcarce 


doing. Something or other; thoſe. who. do no 
| - good 


a 


> - 


— i 
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good will be very apt to do Miſchief, and as the 
publick is obliged to prevent the one, ſo they 
have a juſt Right to expect and demand the 
otherat the Hands of ſuch who live under their 
protection. Liberty which is only a Security 
from Oppreſſion, can never be pleaded in De- 
fence-of Diſorder, ſuch an Independency would 1 
in effect diſolve the Bends of Society, and 
make the wildeſt Deſerts, and the moſt obſcure 
Retreats, preferable. to the Uneaſineſs and Ha- 
zards of a populous Community. All Coun- 
tries, and more eſpecially Trading Countries, owe 


their very Being to the Number of uſeful Hands 


they can employ, and as Luxury ſets Men above 


their Buſineſs, ſo Idleneſs makes them Needy 


and Deſ perate, fit only to diſcourage the Dili- 
gent, and find Work for an Executioner. If 
Princes would give. themſelves the Trouble to 
look into the Hiſtory of their own and other 
Nations, they would quickly ſee that Seditions 
and. Tumults, are the Effects of Prodigality, 
Lazineſs and In ſolence; thoſe who buſy them 


ſelyes in ſome uſeful Calling have neither Lei- 


ſure nor Inclination to be factious and turbulent, 


they can only loſe in a ſhort Time what they 


dat been long acquiring, and no Man was 
ERAS ever 


illing to riſque a 0 quiet 
f and growing Subſtance of his own, for the Un. 
eertainties of a Scramble, to gratify the Pac. 
ions, Diſcontents, and Ambition of | others, 
The Peace as well as Wealth of a Kingdom 
both equally depend on good Orders being pre- 
ſerved ; in it. And that Miniſter ſerves his Ma- 

ſter as ill as his Country, who is weak enough 
to frame Schemes of Greatneſs to the former, 


by corrupting, and conſequently I lt _ | 


ORC the: n 


1 HE Truth indeed is, that all a Me- 
thods of Government are rather the Reſources 
of the Unworthy, then the Reſult of any 
wiſe or deliberate Reſolutions : A Man may 
| have great Ambition, as well as great Avarice, 
with very little Capacity; and it is general) 
a Mark of a little Genius to over rate his own 
Worth; If then ſuch a Man ſhould happen 
to/ get into Play, he will aim at every Thing, 
but as he has not the proper Talents, he muſt 
make amends for the Want of them by other: 
of a lower Kind, He muſt gain thoſe who 

can help him, and keep out by any 1 
thoſe who deſerve better than himſelf ; 


3 


. S OX, = w ia. 


= (1 
ben be muſt dick at nothing to carry hi 
Point: Thus what he has acquired by one 


ill Artifice, he muſt ſupport by a thouſand, 
ill the Power he at firſt en aut gow Wand 
torineſs, becomes neceſſary 1 
tion, and then his Buſineſs is. 46 ſtand his 


Ground at any Rate, ayd the Maſter who 


employ'd, and the Country who paid him, muſt 


expect to be facrific'd alike when ever it ſhall 


be his Intereſt to ruin one or both of them ag 
it = beſt tend to his own nee, 


* 0 N 7 4 I G N 8 naeh 
enough, that Fortune (to ſhew her great Power 
in all human Affairs) ſince ſhe. cannot make a 

Fool a wiſe Man, has however taken care to 
give him ſo much Succeſ 5 that he may paſs 
for wiſe, at leaſt in the Opinion of the World. 


This is what Occaſions fo 3 wrong reaſon- 
ing amongſt us. Men are apt to judge in the 
groſs without giving themſelves the Trouble 


of a nicer Enquiry ; and ſo if the Event has 


been lucky, the Counſells are applauded of 


courſe without examining any farther : Had 
Alexander and Cæſar been deſtroyed. at their 
firſt ſting out on their romantick Expedi- 


tions 


RR 1 i 
bons, che former in his mad Attempt to paß a 
great River in the Sight of an Army above 
triple the Number of his own; and the litter 
3 the Deſertion of his Lan when 1 
15 their any "hat HA” K been 
ſaid but that one died the Death of 4 Fool, 
and the other of a Traitor? And fach would 
then have been the Characters of our two 
Seine Heroes of 1 es 
* becomes Werten nece ſlary to look a 
little more narrowly into the Behaviour of 
thoſe Perſons who have had the Government 
of States committed to their Care, that we may 
| : be better able to diſcern®how well they may 
have deſerv'd that Truſt, whether the Succek- 
ful have been always wiſe and good, and 
whether thoſe that have miſcarried have been 
; weak and wicked Men, or whether the direct 
con tary has not been moſt. . the 
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IN DEED not go to ſo far backwards a8 "as; an- 
_ cient Governmepts of the Greeks, Per fians, &c. 
Thoſe who for want of Leiſure or Languges, 
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porti indy" of — the ad- 
ur N Weiters from whom the Accounts of 
chem are taken, may find them in Rollins 


judicious Collections of old Hiſtory, with many 
very juſt and honeſt, and conſequently valuable 


Obſervations and Reflections of his own : I 
ſhall therefore confine myſelf to later Times, 
where there may be found Inſtances enough to 
confirm and illuſtrate all thoſe neceffary Truths 
which by the Artifices of Knaves and the Inadver- 


teney of Fools, have been fo darkened, miſre- 


preſented, and confounded, as to be almoſt loſt 
tho” the well being of the World does fo 


plainly | depend upon the Knowledge and 
Praiice We them. Penn 


117 ſhould not tee would imagine) be | 
neceffary fo much as to mention a Maxim ſo 
undeniable, as that the Enid and Defi gn of all 


Government muſt have been the Benefit of the 


whole People, if the mean Flatteries of many 
worthleſs tho! learned Men, had not render'd 
this Doctrine in a Manner problematical in, 

order to enable the few to oppreſs and tyrannize = 5 
over the many. Wichout entring into nice... 
. dark -—a_ tions of the earlieſt Begin- | 


Es ning 


1 86 J- 17 75 
nings of thoſe 1 which upon the Decay 
of the Roman Empire found means of eſtabliſh. 
85 ing themſelves, and have continued to flouriſh 
down to our preſent Times, ſo far ſeems very 
| clear, that their firſt Chiefs were Men choſen 
: rather a8 Leaders and Generals than as Officers 
of State, Grandeur, and Opulence amongſt 
them : Their Circumſtances made War in a 
man ner their principal Occupation, for when 
their old Maſters by a long Series of bad Em- 
perors and corrupt Miniſters, were become fo 
degenerate as not to be able to maintain their 
ancient Dignity and Power, the tributary Pro- 
vinces were on Courſe left to defend them. | 
ſelves in che beſt Manner they could, - from 
the Irruptions of Strangers, and the Robberies 
and Invaſions of their Neighbours. Such Sort 
of Magiſtrates thus choſen were Clovis amongſi 
i the Franks, Vorti ger amongſt the ' Britons, 
and each of the ſeveral invading Colonies which 
firſt ravaged and afterwards poſſeſs d themſelves 
| of the beſt Part of Spain, made their Princes 
or Generals by Election in the ſame Manner, 
which is more then ſufficient to convince any 
reaſonable Man, what was the true Origine 
5 and Intent of kingly Power. But if any are 
. ſtil 


Fa . 


5 LY 
tar willing to A it of dine Extraction 
great Diana, immediately from the Throne 
of Jupiter, they have my Conſent, and J leave 


them to their Superſtition; not unlike that 1 
have ſomewhere read of a People, I think in 
the Indies, who uſed zealouſly to throw the m- 


ſelves under the Wheels of the Chariot of their 
heavy Idol, and were proud of aa: gan 
3 e 1001 
14 A K ING therefijre” Gor" Sins his: al 
Governments were originally ſet up for the 
Preſervation of Order, the Puniſhment of In- 


juſtice, and the Security and Encouragement 
of the honeſt, induſtrious, and uſeful/ Mem- 


bers of Society; we muſt frame our Judgments 
of the Merits of thoſe Perſons who have been 


truſted with Power, according as they have 
more or leſs employ'd it in the procuring thoſe 
good Purpoſes for which it was given them. 


That publick Good is always the Pretence 


ſeems to be a ſure Sign it is looked upon as | 
their Duty to take care of it even by them- 


ſelves, but that Paſſions and Intereſt ſo often 


* is in a good Meaſure owing to the na- 
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vat it fell down, like the Statue of the . 
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der ſays Lucan, and a truer Thing he 
could not have ſaid; for ſurely no Governors 
would ever have ventur'd to oppreſs or plunder 


their Subjects, if they had not firſt found they 


could u them by ſuperſtitious F ears, divide 
them among themſelves by party "Quarr narrels, 
or corrupt one Side to betray the Other, and 
thus make them the Inſtri 


uments of their own 
truction, by a voluntary holding out their 


- Necks to receive a Yoke which could other- 


wiſe never have been put upon them: That 


all Nations who have at any Time loſt their 


Liberties,” have loſt them by ſome of theſe 
Means is unneceſſary to be proved; fince 


Hiſtory is ſo full of the Examples of it, and 


any one the leaſt verſed in the Characters of 


Mankind can eaſily account to himſelf in what 


Manner it _ be ns I myſelf remem- 
| | ber 


W 64 
W e ee heard 'S . m 

Neſpects of a good Underſtand» 
0 declare at a Tine when the Violence 
12 contending, Factions ran pretty. high, that | 
the? he had à very ill Opinion of the keeping 
up of ſtanding Armies in time of Peace and in 
a fen Country, vet he would Conſent to the 
coming in even of an Army of Foreigners, 
rather than. ſee, himſelf and his friends at the 
Mercy of a ſet of Men, whom he had no 
other reaſon. to fear than ag he was conſcious 
of their having been too much provoked by a 


Series, of great and unjuſtifiable Severity. 'Tis I 
a0 wonder then, that bad Princes and back 
Miniſters have found ſo ample a Field to ex- vx 
reer Talents, in, ſince, ther aner en i 

| 
to, 3 8 Fg to do — 1 Fools, who bt 
will ſuffer themſelves to be cajoled, frighten'd, 4 | 
or bribed out ot Priviledges ren which 3H 
their whole | Security. depends, and and which | 
alone diſtinguiſh them from the Cattle | [4 


in their Paſtures, which are ſold, fleec'd, or 
put to death, at the Will oß their Owners. 
t I wil indeed, I believe, be. found; a never 
falling Truth, that no were ute ever did. . 
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i ſtupid of all Fools, if they cannot ſee thro 


or 'could"looſe' their Liberty ig they deſer. 
ved to keep it A weak Prince inay perhaps 
vainly deſire to be abſolute," and an ill 'Mini- 
ſtry may poſſibly ſee Ockaibn: for his own 
Intereſt or Safety, to endeavour to make him 
o; and a few Mercenaries without Merit, or 
Fortune, may baſely contribute the little Aſfiſt. 
ance they « can give to the carrying on this noble 
Proj ect. But what is all that to the Body of 1 


Nation, who muſt be the moſt def] picabl 
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uch ſhallow | Schemes, and the molt Abjed 
of all Wr if they ſuffer them to be put 
in Execution when- once they have  diſcoyer'd 
them. "Standing Armies I know are the wor- 
thy Tools, of © theſe” Builders up of Tyranny; 
but of what Men muſt this Army be com- 
poſed, when raiſed, ho- paid and 'main- 
tain'd, without the Conſent, Knowledge, or 
Contributions of the Publick ? Will Natives, 
Who have taſted the Sweets of living under 
a limited Governme nt, lend their Hands to the 
deſtroying it; or if a ſufficient Number of the 
poorer Sort could be capable of ſuch a filly 
piece of Treachery to themſelves, would the 


| _ much the * and more ſubſtan- 
tial 


| 4 6 _ 5 
* Part look on tamely, whilſt” they: were 
before their Eyes levied, diſciplin'd; and armed; 


much leſs contribute to the Expence of it, or 


let a mob + of tawdry Ragamuffins no braver 
than other common Highwaymen, or Robbers 


(and if they are capable of ſuch a Parricide) ; 
much leſs honeſt than the Worſt of thoſe - 
be eſtabliſhed amongſt them,  quarter'd | upon 


them, and inſult over them? No ſurely, whilſt 


their is one grain of Senſe, Courage, or Hon- 
elty left amongſt them: But whenever a 


great People comes to be deſtitute of theſe 


three Qualities, they muſt, they cannot but be 


Slaves, Slaves to the meaneſt of their own Slaves 
more whenever they ſhall have the Misfor- 


tune of ſecing- the Families of their moſt l- 


luſtrious Taſkmaſters extinct among them: 
ſuch was the Caſe of the Romans in the De- 
clenſion of their Empire, and ſuch will be the 
9 alf States FRO Pg 97 15 to Gl into 
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4 m is not to be underſtood. of thoſe POTS” 
are neceſſary for the Defence of each Country, according as their 


Situations, extent of Frontiers, or other particular Circumſtances 


may require; but of thoſe Armies which are kept up to maintain 


ſupport Oppreſſion and Tyranny, ſuch as were the 
Pretorian Bands (in the Times of the Cæſars at Rome) who 
made and murther d Emperors, and ſet the very Empire up at 
Auction to the bigheſt Bidder ; and Over Cromwel/'s Soldiers, 


who lock'd up the Doors of the Parliament Houſe and deſtroy'd 


that Commonwealth they had ſo lately eſtabliſh'd themſclves. | 
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. ile Wisi rn mu 
cncur and contribute to the bringing 4 Nation 
into ſuch an-ughappy Condition, the Ambition 
and Avarice| of their: Princes or Miniſters, 2 
Want of Execution, or at leaſt a partial Execy. 
tion of the Laws, the Viplenee of contending 
tons ſo . 3 ch other, Hall they 


w | their Rage d Matneſs; dat chiefly the 
univerſal Depravation of Manners and total De. 
 generacy. of a People. And this taſt is but the 
natural Effect of the Evils before mentioned; 
n Deſigns can mever be cared on. but by bl 
„ amd in order to have enough 
chem. Luxury muſt be introduced, Corruption 
unge. and Rogueries connived at, which 

is juſt the Reverſe of what is the Duty, 11 
ught to be dee een * * Dotemam. 
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77 4 Refefions of this Rind e be 
endleſs, it is time to illuſtrate them, by giving 
ances of the ill Effects of bad Admi- 


 niftrations, | to ſhew whence they ariſe, how 


they are commonly. ſupported, and how hard 
4 Matter. 1 0 18 rid of ow. | got 4 


i i '65 1. 3 
af Shah Hiſtory, When Job U. came to 


the Throne 'of Caſtile very young, upon 5 


the Death of his Father Henry, who met with 
the uſual Fate which generally atten: 


After Ferdinand, the deceaſed King's Brother, 


had with uncommon Generoſity refuſed the 
offer that was made him of the Crown, he un- 
dertook the Regency in Conjunction with Ca- 


7 therine the Queen Mother: But that was ſoon 


altered by his Being elected King of Arragon, | 


in a manner very unuſual, but as it prov'd, a 
VN wile « one, ſince it did a Piece of Juſtice 
to Luperior Merit, inſtead of facrificing the Na- 
tion to the Intereſt” of Ambition” or Avarice, 
which i is the common Merhod in ſuch Caſes. 
| By this Means however very unfortunately both 
for Prince and People of Caſtile, the Queen 


Mother became in a Manner ſole Regent, but | 


Ci: ly ſo aſter the Death of Ferdi- 


nand the new King of Arragon, which hap- 
pened. not long afterwards. The Conſequence | 


was natural, an intriguing, voluptuous, effemi- 


nate. Court; the King brought! up in Ignorance, | 


Idlenefs, and Luxury, in order to make him 


unit for. Bafineſs, and that fo the Power might 
1 . Continue 


ds all good _ 
Princes, that, i is to be allowed but a ſhort Reign. 
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5 continue by a Sort of Neceſlity i in the Hands of 
ide Queen, which is a common little Artifice 
of the Sex WhO are always more fond of Go- 
RH verning, the leſs capable they are of it, _How- 
ecerver ſhe did not live to enjoy long that Autho- 
ED rity, tho” ſhe had facrificed. her Son' s and the 
$ Kingdom's Welfare for the Securing, of it to 
berſelf. She died, fays Mariana, of having 
1 indulged her Appetites too much in eating and 
| drinking, eſpecially the latter, which was the 
leſs. to be wonder d at, as ſhe was an Engli 0 
Wonlan. Her Character, is that of Simpli- 
City, Openneſs, and a Kind of good. Nature 
near a Kin to Folly, by which ſhe became the 
Property of little, obſcu re, and intereſted 
People: about her, by whom ſhe was generally 
1 2 which way they as dhe fame Au 

dor tells us. 


t — „„ 


ks *Txs 8 0 0 Weser that che Reign: 5 a = "0 
: thus educated, ſhould be a perpetual Scene of 
g Diſorder and Confuſion, and that a Regency 

4 ſhould be ſtruggled for with ſome. Warmth, 
when it was like to laft as long as the Life of 

| the Sovereign. The Archbiſhop of Toledo was 

firſt at the Head of Affairs, but he behav'd ſo 
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thin that the Grandees declared the King 


of Ape, in order to get into a Share of the Ad- 
miniſtration ; not long after the two Brothers,” 
John and Henry, Sons of Ferdinand the late Ning 
of Aragon engaged in thoſe Diſputes which 


run very high, till at length Henry, the younger 


Brother, by a Surprize got the King into his 


Hands, and conſequently the whole Power was 


his, whilſt he could keep him, which was not 


long, Alvarez de Luna having artfully contri- 
ved his Eſcape under Pretence of Hunting. As' | 


this great Fayourite, after he had poſſeſſed him- 


ſelf of the Royal Authority, carried it higher, 


and preſerved it longer (notwithſtanding the al- 
moſt- continual Cabals and Conſpifacies againſt 
him) than moſt other ruling Miniſters have 
had the Skill or Luck to do; It will not be im- 


particularly. Mariana deſcribes him as a Man 
who roſe from ſmall Beginnings to an immenſe 
Fortune, but was deſtroyed by his own unrea- 
fonable Ambition; he had (ſays he) both bad 
and good Qualities in his Compoſition ; but 


which of the two predominated, was afterwards | 
ſhewn by the Event ; his Parts were lively, his 


1 ee * he expreſſed himſelf well, : 


® 2 = and 


proper to conſider his Character a little more 
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0 and was a viity o Companion; but chen he Was 
8 eg a great Contempt 2 the reſt o 

Mankind, the uſual falling of Court Favourites, 


and the Oppoſition he met with ſo far ſharper. 


ed his ill Humour, that he became as miſ. 
chievous and ſanguinary as a provoked wild 
Beaſt let looſe from his Den; and depending 
upon the ſame good Fortune he had formerly 
enjoyed uninterrupted, | he cared not to what ex- 


orbitant Exceſſes he was carried in the gratifying 


his Revenge upon his Enemies. From ſuch an 
Account of the Miniſter, it is not wonderful to 
find his Adminiſtration attended with great 


Murmuringe Caballings, and even frequent In- 
ſurrections, and tho for the Sins of the P eople 


\ 


he had been delivered from Dangers that would 
have not only terrified, but even undone many 
a much wiſer and worthier Man than he ap- 
peared. to be; yet at laſt he was felld to the 
Ground on a ſudden, at a Time when he leaſt 
teared it, and by a Hand whence he leaſt expec- 


ted it. The ſame Weakneſs in the King that 


gave Riſe to his Favour, and then continued his 
Power in ſpite of all Oppoſition how juſtifiable 


ſoever, was what at length occaſioned his Ruin; 


the 


e 


_ Bs. 
the, Queen whom he had toad: married tos © 
Maſter to, without ſo much as acquainting him. 
with it, till the Ceremony of the Nuptials were 
to be performed; that very Queen he had choſen 
out in order to ſerve ſome political Turns of his 
wn, grew quickly tired of his inſolent e 
viour, and found Means to Spirit up the King to 
conſent firſt to his Impriſonment, and next to 
his Execution; a Thing he would never have 
dared ſo much as to have thou ght of, had i it not 
been artfully concerted and brought about to 
his Hand. So abſolute had been the Sway of 
this Favourite, his Maſter did not venture to 
ſtir out of his Palace, nor change his very 
Cloaths without his privity and conſent... Tis. 
ealy.. then to imagine how the publick Af. 
fairs were managed; the Miniſter at liberty te 
do whatever he pleaſed; made it his chief Bu- 
ſineſs to ſecure himſelf in the Plenitude of his 
Power, from any Accident without, for he had 


nothing to fear from within; ſo chat his Go- 
vernment was a Series of a Kind of Jobb-work, | 
where all begun and ended in himſelf; no 
Views for the. Prince's Service or the People' 8 
Benefit, but all centered in one ſingle Point, that 
| he os: Fontinue for Life uncontrouled in the 
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Atme Ally he ed over boch 


King and Kingdom, without any Regard to the 


Troubles it occaſioned, the civil Wars it ſhould 
cauſe, and the Ruin it might naturally bring 
upon t both in the End. An odd Effect this of 
Power upon ſome Men, when once they have 


taſted of it they cannot bear the Thoughts of 


ever parting with it again; no Fatigues, no Ha- 
zards, no Obloquy, no Oppoſit ition, nor even the 
Decays of old Age itſelf, can make them quit 

their Hold, till they are forced away by the 

Stroke of a violent Death, Which they often de- 
ſerve; or a natural one, which with all their 
Arts they can neither prevent nor delay. One 
would have imagined that after a Reign ſo re- 
markably unqulet and tu rbulent; thro” the great 


Abuſe of Power in the Hands of a Favourite, 


_ the next at leaſt might have been clear of that 
Evil: But it bappened to be quite the Reverſe; 

Henry, firnamed the Impotent, Was as fond of 
his Minions as ever his Father had been, and 
ſuffered, if poſlible, ſtill more by them: Maria- 
nd obſerves very rightly upon this Occaſion, 

that the People of Coftile ſeemed to live under 
an unlucky Aſpect of the Heavens at that Time, 
fince they were always to be governed by a Mi- 


niſter, 
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niſter,. 8 two, a, both Father and fan” 


being ſo very Weak as never to be able to 


go without Leading-Strings. Henry ſoon raiſed 


his Pacheco Marquis de Villena, to near as 


high : a pitch of Grandeur as the Jo Conſtable i 


Alvarez de Luna had been inveſted with, and 


was abſolutely govern'd by him i in all Things, 
and very ill govern d he was, as appeared by his 
firſt Step, the ſending back his Queen Blanche 


home to Navarr with Infamy, and immediately 
marrying Feanne Siſter to Alfonſe King of Por- 


the World ; and it was looked upon as a 
monſtruous Ablurdity to take another Wife in 


his Circumſtances. The poor weak Prince all 
the while imagined he could diſguiſe his Infir- 
mities, by pretending to great Gallantry with 


the Women of his Court, and took another 
pretty extraordinary Method for the ſame End, 
which was to introduce Bertrand de Cueva, 


' hand- 5 


rugal. This was the Source of thoſe many great 
Evils which diſgraced his Reign, and continued 
to perſecute Caſtile, even after his Death, Every 
one thought it an Hardſhip, as well as an Affront | 
upon Queen Blanche to be divorced, for Barren- 
neſs, when it was well known to be owing to 5 
his own Impotence, | which was No. ſecret to 
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FN diome Gentil he Queen 
. Fadur by | whoſe means as it was 5 
thought, and not without great Probability, the 
had a Daughter born, Who wWas afterwards the 

*  Inhocenit Occaſion of great diſturbances to the 
kingdom, as wel as unhappineſs to Herſelf. 

The Rigg ſeems to have been full as fond of 
Bertrand as the Queen could. have been, for 

he Was always loading 5 im with Honours and 

; Poſts, which failed not to diſguſt | the great 
Men, and particularly the Marquis de Pillena, 
| who being his C redit declining, contriy 'd to 
raiſe an | Oppoſition which quickly brought 
Henry into inextricable Difficulties, and Difficul. 
ties too which were attended with the utmoſt 
Degree of Indignity and Contempt. He had 
very near been ſurprized 1 in his Palace by the 
tevolted Grandees, and it was with no ſmall 

- Difficulty he eſcaped with his darling and ſe- 
cond ſelf cueva. The reſt of his Reign was 
ohe continued Scene of Confuſion ;_ open War 
Was declar d, ſometimes he was the Strongeſt, 
and then he always let lip the Advantage, 
but oftner the Conſpirators had the Better, 

15 and then he was forced to run away from 
ther and treat with their Embaſſador Vellina, 
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Way FOOTY upon bim, umd 1. 
was one he ſhould never have truſted, iſ com- 
mon Seßiſe had been any part of his Character, 
The Rebels had the Aſſurance to ask and the 
Cruelty. to inſiſt upon the King's diſowning 
lis Daughter - Jeanne, whom he had declar'd 
and who had been acknowleg'd as next Heir 
to the Crown by themſelves. And they like- 
wiſe forced him to deliver the Infants Ab. 
honſe and abe / info their Hands, and then 
ſet them up one after the other againſt him, 
They dethron'd him publickly in Effigie, and 

would probably have done it once more in due 
form, if his Death had not interven'd, and ſaved 
him from a piece of Ignominy which his o.] n 
extreme OT one uy, have en 
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F. K Oo i this Short account 7 the two 
Reigns of Fobn and Henry, Kings of Cotte, 
which may very properly becall'd the Reigns 
of Favourites, and the many Evils that at- 
tended them, there reſults this one plain 
Obſervation, that the ſureſt Teſt of all Ad- 
minſtrations, muſt be to conſider whether the 
Views of them are Publick and General; ot 


in 3 | whether 


— 
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we ther they are LE: 4 and. Nee Where 
ever à Single Miniſter governs. abſolutely un- 
der the Name of his Maſter, they will for 
the moſt Part be of the latter Kind; the 
5 Prince is to be flatter'd. and encouraged, and 
aſſiſted in his Follies and. Vices, in order to 
ſecure a laſting Intereſt with him; and ſuch 
Perſons muſt be put into places of Truſt, whom 
the Miniſter can in all Caſes depend upon; 


and theſe are generally the moſt ſervile, abject, 


and worthleſs of every order of Men in the 
State. The Conſequence is evident: A Nation 
in ſuch an unhappy Situation, together with all 
its moſt valuable Intereſts, muſt be facrific'd 
to the mean and iniquitous Projects of a Single 
Member of it, who endeavours to raiſe him- 
| ſelf above all the Reſt, and is very probably one 
who leaſt deſerves ſuch a Diſtinetion. 5 


Ty x E next e 1 ſhall Tull is. ; that 
of John King of Navarr and Arragon; ; the 
Firſt of the Two Kingdoms came to him by 
the Marriage of Blanche the Queen, and the 
Latter in order of Succeſſion upon the Death 
of his Brother Alfonſe, By Blanche he had 
| 2 Son and two Daughters, the Eldeſt of which 

| was 
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as are to ; the Impoteht, and di- 
vorced by him as has been already mentioned; 


and the Youngeſt to G afton de Fix. The Son 
called the Prince of Viana, was by the conſtant 
uſage and cuſtom of Navarr, entitled to ſucceed 
to that Crown, immediately upon the Demiſe 


of his Mother; but the Father was no ways 
inclin'd to Yield it up to him; ſo far from 


it, the Diſpoſal of his two Daughters in the 
Manner juſt ſpoke of, was purely with a 


political Deſign, in order to have Neighbours 


ready to aflift, in caſe his Son ſhould be 
prevail d upon to aſſert his Right; and ſo to 
be able to deprive him of it by force of Arms. 
The Nævarrois were greatly diſpleaſed with 
this proceeding, which they took for an In- 
vaſion of their Rights, and a kind of Breach 


in their Conſtitution, ſome of the Moſt con- 


fiderable Men amon oft them tried to prevail - 
with the Prince to infiſt upon the Priviledge 
of his Birth-right, but he told them his Duty 
to his Father would allways keep him from 


entertaining any ſuch Thought, and forbid any 


further mention of that Matter to him. This 
behaviour had not the good effect it ought to 
have al _ the King; on the Dünn 
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Son's undoubted. Title, and that ; he ; himſclf MN ſh 
ſhould only reign as it were by Curteſy. As Mol 
he was of a rough, haughty, inflexibile Tem- h 
per, this Jealouſy of. Empire turned the In- e 
difference he had probably before, with re. B 

gard to his Son, into an abſolute and fixed aver- I tl 
* to him; which, was ſtill more enereaſed, 0 
by his great and uncommon Merit, and the d 
univerſal. Admiration and Love, which it drew Ih 
to him from the Pecple. The Prince of In 
Viana (Says an-. Hiſtoriaif) was born with all Il a 
thoſe happy Talents, that could make him t 
the Delight of his Subjects. It was one of his ll * 
laſt Commendatians, ta be the moſt beauti- il * 
ful and graceful Prince of his Time. He 
was beſides that, Mild, Affable, Valiant, Gener- WW" 
ous, Sineere, and of the ſtricteſt Honour; He 
was a great Lover and encourager of Arts 
both: He wrote elegantly in Verſe and Proſe, i 
and employ d his leiſure Hours in tranſlating Il 
ſome of the antient Philoſophers 3 and | deſign'd { 
to have, left to Poſterity an Hiſtory ef the Ill 
Kings of Navarr his Predeceſſors, of his own 
compoſing. Tis. no wonder ſach fine Qua- 
0 lifications, 


| s Abbe de Vertet, Rev. D' Efpagne. 


isn ſo 1 Cen among clown d fs ; 
mould create zjealouſy and envy,” in a Perſon. 
of King Fobn's Character, which ſeems to 
have been that common one with moſt Prin- 
ces, of falſe. Ambition, Pride, and Imperiouſnek,, | 
But what till added Fuel to the Flame, was 


che King's ſecond Marriage to the Amirante 
of Gaſtile's Daughter, As Step. Mothers ſel- 


dom come into any Family, but wich the 
honeſt Intention of ruining it if they can, the 
new Queen was admirably well fitted for ſuch 
a Purpoſe, beſides. having a good ſhare of Beau- 
ty, the had a great deal of Cunning, was of 
very aſpiring Nature, and unreſtrain'd by. 
any kind of Principles from perſuing her Ends 
by. all forts of Means, how wicked and abomi- 
nable fo ever. As ſecond Wives have generally 
a great Influence over their . Huſbands, who 


after having done one fooliſh Thing, are eaſily 


led on to the doing a great many more; the 
Queen. found, it no difficult Matter to chruſt 
herſelf into ſome part of the Management of. 
the Kingdom, and uſed it as Women generally 


do all Power, ſo as to make herſelf Obnoxious 


to exery body ; This Carriage gave the higheſt 
Diſguſt to the Novarrer, who did not think 
ene themſelves 


HM T 780 7 1 
er obliged to ſubmit to the King, 
and much leſs to the ill Treatment of a Queen 


| | St 
who had not the leaſt ſhadow of Pretence t to to 
7 1 meddle in their Affairs, nor ſo much as even *. 
any juſt claim to the Title itſelf. The Queen 8 


fon perceiv'd their diſlike, and repaid it with Wh 
Uſury, the conceiwd an implacable Averſion th 
cd to them, and their favourite Prince, and reſolved IA 
dodo both all the Miſchief ſhe could. She took 
not even ſo much as the Precaution to diſguiſ ol 
her Reſentments, but treated the Prince and N u 
the Grandees with the utmoſt inſolence and 1 

al 

k 
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ſcorn. The Conſtable de Lerin had often 
a e to him of the unreaſonableneſs of 
fubmiting to ſo unjuſtifiable as well as inde- Ml; 
cent an Uſage ; but the Prince who had an Wt 
affection for his Father, how little ſo ever ſl | 
be had deſerv'd it of him, was ſtill for pacifick ¶ t 
Meaſures, and had often prevailed upon them I 1 
to be quiet. But the Queen ſtill perſiſting I x 
in her hot and raſh Behaviour, matters came | ; 
to ſuch an Extremity, that it was reſolved by WY] 
the Grandees, the Prince muſt either ſet him- Wl, 
ſelf at their Head, and expoſtulate roundly with | 
his Father in their behalf; or be content to 
ſee another Chief Which they. ſhould” be very 
„ much 
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rich concern d to be n to chuſe in bis 
Stead.. The Prince Was therefore at laſt ford d 


to repreſent to the King that the People 3 — i . 


no longer able to endure a Stranger ſhould 


govern. | them more abſolutely than any of 
their own native Princes were ever uſed to do, Fay 


that he hoped his Maj eſty would conſider. 


their juſt Grievances, and not drive them to 
Diſpair ; in which caſe he was by his Birth | 


oblig'd to protect them, and ſhould, however 


unwillingly, be. conſtrained to undertake it. | 
This Remonſtrance was extreamly ill receiv d, 


and ſo far from having any Regard to it, the 


King confirm'd the Queen in her Authority, 
and took away the Sword of Conſtable from 
the Count de Lerin ; ; and in order to divide the 
Navarrois amongſt themſelves, he gave it to 


the Count of Grammont his Rival and mortal 
Enemy. Civil Wars enſued, ſeveral Battles 
were fought, and Fortune according to her 


uſual Cuſtom eſpouſed the oppreſſive fide. The 


Prince of Viana, to put an end to the Diſorders 
retir'd into Taly, and took ſhelter under the , 
protection of his Uncle, who was at that Time 


enjoying the benefits of his new conqueſt of 
Naples. Alfonſe loved and eſteem d his Ne- 
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1 was: lend le” f His W. eth, and i in 
tended to have interpoſed in his behalf. but 
Sin ſoon after, Artagon and its de penidancies 
fell to King John, and but the better ena- 
led Fim to compleat the utter Deſtruction of 
bis tinfortunate Son,” He had no ſooner taken 

Poffeffion of his Brother” 8 Dominions, then he 
Baby" himſelf "petitioned by all his Subjects 
to be reconciled to the Prince of Gironne, 
Which Was the Title of the Heir apparent of 
the Crown of Arragon ; He thought. it a 
prudent | and popular Part ta ſeem to comply 
- with their Requeſt, and receiv d him with 
dme outward ſhew of Kindneſs, when he 
came to wait upon. him at . But 
this was all mere outſide. | +. The Father from 
an unnatural Barbarity of his Diſpoſition hated 
his Son, the Mother-in- Law both hated, feared, 
and reſolved to ruin him: This the Prince faw 
and could not avoid ſeeing, ſince all that great 
Acceſſion of Territory had not prevail'd, upon 
the hard Heart of the old King „to give up 


at Youth the Kin e of Navarr, which had 
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niverſal. Revole of the  Caralans. cou 


1 bis Faber foud another 


who. let not dip the bleſſed Ocasio; 
but gave him a flow Poiſon, of Which: h6:Diec 


great joy of the | 5 deen Kar his Father; es 
the univerſal Grief of all their Subjects. 


10 — - a 9 1 a 
69 Th 42x37" # EY | 
— 4 v ©1331! : 


4 7 4 
” 


I 
<4 Y 4 


oO ned not 1 


40 & 3 


| condemning : an Adminſtration founded upon 


* * — 


3 


& Of Vas; er wee 3 ll | 


ity, as this 1 hate been laſt 


mY 


therefore make, is upon the ſtrange, and 
to us unaccountable methods or miſteties = 
bas one may call them) in the 
of the Affairs of this World. Klug 
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ſecuted, and at laſt murtbered his Eldeft Son, 

and then delt ered u 0p Ms Dane ton ecru F 
Brother and Str la, "that fe "might 
from them meet with FRO ſame Fate, dies 
at laſt quietly in his Bed, at above Fontſcore 
Years of age, and his ſecond Son Peri, nand, 
by an odd combination © of Events, — 
all theſe Kingdoms, thus Villainoufly acquire ac qui 

and at laſt "unites in himſelf the whol c 2 
niſh Dominiens by an uncommon, and As 
it were; "almoſt miraculous ſeries of good For- 
tune, tho one is all the while quite at 2 
loſs ei. of their Characters, to con- 
ceive which way they con | Have been x intitle 
tithe fai6ge cl kenn... 
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LET us now als a Little into the French 
H iſtory, and examine che Adminſtration of 
ſome of their Princes by the rule 1 have 
already laid down which is, that the views 
of all good Governors muſt be to the pub- 
lick Advantage, and not to their o private 
Intereſts or Fancies) and here 1 cannot but 
f premiſe an obſervation of one of their beſt Wri- 


ters, when he is ſpea king of the Sucoeſſors of 


| 3 "Charlemagne; 
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Thorletragne : Tho they differed ſays kb valy 
1 Based Conduct in other Reſpects, 
ey always agreed. in one Point; which was,. 
to ſubdue; the People, deſtroy the great Men, 
and mal, their own - — ee 1 W. 
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N or Charles os Gui, 
was perhaps the Prince vrho beſt deſerved that 
Title of any one that has ever born it: He had 
not only ſu perior Abilities and Talents, but he 
had the greatneſs of Mind to apply them 
Rightly : It was not for the falſe Honour of 
of poſſeſſing great Dominions, merely to be 
abſolute -and - tyrannical over them, to drain 
them of their Money and ſpill their beſt Blood 
eceſfary and winton. Expeditions, purely. 
calculated for the mean End of making a 


in unn 
noiſe in the World, that he did the great 
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had nobler, more humane Views; he aimed 
at what alone is the true Glory of. a Prince, 


that is to make his People happy under his 
Reign, and to endeavour to ſettle Things upon 


ſo juſt, firm and laſting a Foot, that his Suc- 


ceſſurs might not eaſily be able to pull down 
— 5 ö what 


Things recorded of him in Hiſtory. No: he 


N 


S Prince ws governs . a 4 regard 
to the. wigs; and \priviledges of his _ 


dering their 3 and epd without 

any n about what is to come aſter him, 

or che eff deſire of raiing to himſelf a 

Character ftom the juſtics and good order of 

his Goverment, chat ſuch a ene 1 fay, 16 6 far 

tom deſerving the Title of a good rinee, that 

be can be look d upon by Poſterity no © * 

dures ener care eee 

an ill uſe of his Power, to gratify his Paſſions, 

and. ſerve his- Purpoſes and by theſe means, 

did as it were, ſeparate himſelf and his In- 

tereſt from the reſt of the Community; and 

thus in effect deſtroy it by appropriating thoſe 

Au ntages ta one particular Perſon, which 

oußht to be enjoy d in common by them 

all, Theſe are true Politicks, and the conſe- 

_. of Charlemagne's acting according to 
1 them was, (ſays t the fame Author) b he acquire 


bi * 1 
e eſteem and gogd will of his Subject: 
ven thoſe that he had conquer d. and lived' 
free Kom the many feats and apprehenſtons 
1 ufually haunt and | perſecute Tuyrants. 
* A tie Crna, was quite a Stranger 
iling by Parties, by Forde or 
10 vi lence; He knew not the Methods of 
drawing all his Subjects" wealth into his on 


the more State and unoqntroul d; on the con- 
maty, He founded all his Glory upon a high 
Reputation juſtly- deferved, and not upon that" 
haughty ſtiff fort of Grandeur, which ſcems 
ta Have been the utmoſt Ambition of ſo many 
of our Monarchs. He thought likewiſe, that 
King could not well perform” the Duties 
of his Station, without a good deal of Kno-ẽ. 


ledge of all kinds; for which Reaſon, tho' he 


was one of the moſt learned Men of his Time, 
he paſt ſome. Hours always of the Niglit 


in ſtudy and reading, after he had employ'd 


wo thirds of the Day in his military and 


civil Occupations. Such was Charlemagne, and 
according to this deſcription of him a greater 
da better” Monarch could not well be ſet 
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offers, and keeping them in perpetual appre- 
henfion' and terfour, that he might reign WA 


/ 


KEY 


o + * 41459 
A 0 f N - 1 


under ſuch, management, or chat his ill Con- 


to be forced to. depoſe himſelf, in order to pre- 
vent his being de 
Was the fatal Epaque of the French Grandeur, 
the los of the Empire, and the occaſion "of 
ſeparating the large, Dominions left by Char- 
lemagne ; . ſo that what fell afterwards to 
the ſhare of Charles Le Chauve, is pretty 


| | were hs er 
. His 447 Sg ; 8 * -funk, and the | 
 Adminſtration lodg'd in; the Hapds of Fries, 
Lomen; and. Minions, It. is true Tauii L. | 
Dehonaire | way nat ithout, , ſome good | 
: | Qualities; He Was naturally. jult and pious, | 
but with 50 much Win neſs that he let | 


there Was ſuch 


2 mixture re of, ae with, his Pjety,, A | 
1 i Ge ee jo 9; Duties of his! high ; | 
eee 
5 Cot nvent: chan a great Kingdom. 1 
Tin no; — then, to bear, of civil, Wars 


0 him deſp icable enough 


lepaſed. by the People. This 


much 


61 s 1 
b | "Oy 1 88 iow” b 7 E. the 
King om 'of Halte. 95 the accbunt we have 
of "Charles t the Bald, is that he was very cb! 
vetous, and intefeſtel, cohſidered "nothing 75 
hüt inge, and Was the firſt WhO corrupted 
the ancient diſcipfinie © and' manners * his 
il example, and the” open con tempt and dif 5 

regard” he affected to ſhew to thoſe” Engage- 
ments and Duties, that are the ſuppo ft of all civil 
och cy. and Order. "Nothing need i ene be 
fad” of ſuch an Aamir , neither could 15 
any y thing elle be expected from it, F bur what | 


ib i in the many Ulurpatins that divided yy, 


a and tore in pieces the French Monarchy im- 


inediately. after bis Death. The Few of tie 
Carlovig gian Race, that next ſucceeded to the 
Crow: „ made To little and mean a Figure, 6 
that e well deſerve. the Name of Rois 
Faineants, and only | ſerved to Ju ſtify the French 955 
in encouraging and adhering to the uſurpation 
f Hugues Capet, WO ſtept into the Throne 
upon the Death of * Lonis, after he had de- 
feated | the claim of the next and only Heir - 
Who was Son to Louis D'Outremer. Hugues . 
Capet, fou nd the Kingdom as it were Can- 
Wed out amongſt che great Men; his chief 
attention 
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e Lewis: IX. or #Bt. Levi was Km 


_ 
Ll 


of juſtice and devotien but Wanted Capacity 
for governing, and tho he ſeem d to a | 


well, yet what. he did proved rather Prejudicial 55 


then for the ſervice'of his Country. Philip III. 
was another very weak Man, and Philip le Bel 


* 48 came after. him, one of the worſt Prin- 


ces as well as one of the worſt Men of his 


Time, that in all this Race, we find but 


one good King; 1 and that Was Charles VII. | 
He had been bred up in the School of Adverſity, 4 
and by that means got much Experience,and this | 
tho' he was not a Man of very great Abilities, 
yet an honeſt / Heart, and a good Refolution 
fied him-thro' all his Difficulties 3 till at 
at __ he: re-eſtabliſh'd the Kingdom in its 
mer Grandeur, and then ſet himſelf to re- 
the good Order that had been deftroy'd 
i the. times of Civil War and Confuſion: The 

tune was, he could not do all the good 
_ intended: He ſaw very well the ill Qua- 
lities of his Son Lewis, but was not able to 
prevent his employing them in the Ruin of 
the Kingdom, whoſe. ancient Conſtitution, by 
is craft,  artifices, -and faſhood he found means 
eee. and then ſet up a new and an 


N abſolute 


—— UG EI I EIS ere 


* * 7 
. * 
* 


3. 2 por the c rrupt and vitious Tempers of Men, 


. 5 XII. eker. good Meaſure, of Heary IV. of Fran: 


"WD 
% 


* abſolute One of his.q aun, which las been con. 
ued down ee e e TSS 


8 8 2 8 #7 8 Ip i * 
hear r SEE 0 


AB1TRARY Power s a | Thing & fuited| 


U 8 4 


dat it is no wonder it ſhould prove a Snare 
to them, and therefore I ſhall nat enquire 
particulatiy into the Conduct of each Reign, it 
may ſuffice in general to obſerve, that there have 
been but two good - Kings ſince the Eſtab- 
* -ibment of Lewis XI's. new Model, m i] 
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1 ee Abend ty vey able W 
berg upon our Engliſo Affairs, that 1 ſhall have 
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the, od Aerea. end of Queen El. | 
Laue nd e upon the " Authori ties : 
| LETER PEE 15 7 wy 1 Aud 


meant t noſe k ces, as; have 
88 the ar bes. of their ** and would not 
| np Denne, in any Paſſions, that might Seng. them into 


cult and uneaſy "Circumſtances. Such was haracter of 


Aud this is that Senſus Communis which F uvenal ſays is 0 
i PO "rn ©" Stations, = 


Ps met with, but 1 would | particularly 


xend 1 Sir Robert Howart's' Obſervations 


ot” Richard/I1.” and the Edwards, which 


he concludes with à very judicious as well as 
ingenious Parallel of their ſeveral At dminſtra- 
tons. 1 ſhall therefore only take notice here 
of che two Reigns of "Henry IV. and Hen- 


N VII. As thev 
_ babe 1 4 12 22 0 


„and the ur Con wet of 870 


for that Reaſon expect their Goverment ſhould 
have had an air of Mi 

unll out of Gratitade to the People wh 
mitted - them, as alſo the better to eſtablith- 


subjects, and ſo make themſelves more eaf 


ſterity more ſecure of the ſucceding to it aftet 


caſe; for as to Henry IV. tho“ accor 


51 © fore hand diſpoſed to do every Thing he 
would have them, made as if they heard and 
9 «approved his reaſons and declar'd-him King 


* without enquiring into his Title * vet ſoon 
I ** of n. Fed, 


both owed the Crown to this 


1 iſs Right of eln "own, - one waht 5 


ildneſs an Wisdom, as = 


rones upon the good Will of their 
the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, and their Po- 
them. But this does not ſeem to have been he | 


*. Mr: Rapin the Parliament, which was be- 
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and becauſe, he Was the next m 
The Firſt of which Reaſons was odior 
Second | ridiculous, and the Laſt 7 to 
falſe, that it occaſioned: tha 
Earl; of Morch hume enough calling 
him Hær e Malus. Thür baughty R ur 
neger Offence to the People and doubtleſs 
as not very to: the Parliament; who 
and; not. e any Satisfaction ſee the King 
arrogating- that to himſelf as a Right, Which 
w in truth, a mere Giſt of theirs, and ſhewed 
What they were to expect from 
| own making, who how- 
ever; reſolved / not to own any Obligation 
; to them. Hence aroſe great Diſaffection 
du gag Aide, ond: g ————— on the 
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home, deve, on many: Inſults from hos. 
weak Prince, invaded England twice, and ac- 
cording to Buchanan three Times; tis true they 
where ſeverely handled by Piercy the great Ear 
MR ol Neri bend this n Raupe 
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1 t 91 | 
opportunity. of ſhewing his want of. Jud 7 
ment and Temper, by quarreling upon a very 
frivolous' and unjuſtifiable Pretence, with his 
great Friend and gallant General Northumber« 

Jand, which brought him into new and worſe 
Difficulties ; out of theſe he was extricated by 
mere dint of Luck, for which he was much 
more remarkable than for his Prudence. "The 
French too, according to their uſual artful Me- 0 
thee of dealinig with their Neigbours, ſeit ober 
their Embaſſador to' England with the Propoſal po 
of a Match, but in reality to pry into the State ; 

of the Nation, and when they diſcover'd how 

n _ OY ſtood pi his Subjeats, Reco ur 


gheſt Mts: even e a 1. 
Fay the Weſtern Coaſts; which he durſt not 
reſent, but was all the while meanly and fooliſh-' 
ly: Negotiating with them. And it was a fur- 
ther Inflance of the wonderful Succeſs which © 
always attended this Prince, that the French 
by the bad ſtate of Health of their King Char- A 
ls VI. and the Diſputes about the Regency, 
were not able to carry further their ill Intention 
againſt him, which they had fufficiently ſhewn, 
not only by ſetting the Britons upon him in the 2 
| N, 
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nel, but kn * powerful Aid its; hoy 


Ja : ent under ee to \Glendourdy Bis 


great Enemy in Wales, not to mention their 


underhand Attack upon and plundering the 


Je of Weight, which when the | Miſchief was 
done they diſown's, . likewiſe. the Challenge 
| the Duke of Orleans ſent to Henry, which he 
contented himſelf with complaining of to 
the Court of France, and anſwering with a 
good deal of abuſe and ill Language. And 
altho afterwards.. the French Broils grew ſo 


high, that the King had a very fair Op- 
ty of. revenging himſelf upon them, 


and made ſome Steps towards it, yet it is 


highly probable - his Fears would have hin- 
dred him from performing any great Matters 
but chat luckily he Died about that Time, 


and was ſucceded by his Son Henry V. a Man 
of another Mould, who by his Conduct and 
Invincible Courage made himſelf, the Idol of 
his Subjects, the Terror of his Enemies; and 
tho he died very Voung, left behind him the 
Character of one of the . greateſt, Men that 

ever wore the Engliſh Crown. © Henry Tu- 


. dor Earl of. Richmond (ſays the Hiſtorian) 
« "IRE to the Throne alter an i 
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* nary Manner, without any formal Call to it, 

ithout any Demand of the Cron in Par- 
lament, who had the ſole Right to diſpoſe 

56 « of it, without any Publication of his Claim, 
« and perhaps without knowing himſelf where- 

on to found it. But then the winning it in 


Ok 


the Field of Battle and from. a Man fo.ob- 


noxious as Richard had made himſelf by his 
Crimes; was what reconciled. the People to 
him, who were not diſpleaſed to ſee one Uſur- 
per, deſproy another, and eſpecially when they 
expected to change for the better, and could 

not well do it for the worſe: He had beſides 

that, another great Advantage, which was the 
being able to unite the two Families by marry- 
ing Elizabeth of York, and fo put an End to 
a Conteſt, that had for many Years made Eng- 
land a perpetual Scene of Blood and Confuſion ; 
What had he then to do, but. to come readily þ 
and chearfully i into a Marriage which he faw 


| both Sides would like, and the Houſe of A ork 


required at. his Hands, as but a juſt Return for 
their Good-will in inviting him. over, and fo | 
heartily ; Joining him when he landed? Such a 
Method of acting would undoubtedly have 
N ed ching N and he would have 2 | 


| nothilig to fear at 5 ome; tac 1. ae the 
moſt dangerous Place for a Prince to find Ene- 
mies in. But here, as it often happens 
great Politicians, Heury was too cunning; his 
Army in the firſt Joy of -their Victory, as is 
natural in ſuch Caſes, would have him imme- 
diately proclaimed King, and that put into his 
Ulead a Scheme of ſetting up his own badjTitle, 
as the only good one; and determined him to 
| treat ſo ill the Wife he was obliged to marry 
and her Friends of the Houſe of York who 
had ſerved him ſo well; that he loſt the Af. 
fections of Numbers of his Subjects, and by that 
Means was expoſed to many Plots and Conſpi. 
, racies, which made him often unſafe in his 
Throne, and always uneaſy | in his Mind, The 
Fear therefore of a Diſaffection, he had by his 
own Fault drawn upon himſelf, and another 


worſe Paſſion of extreme Avarice, were, fays 


the fame Hiſtorian, the di iftinguiſhing Chara- 
Hers of his Ret gn. No wonder then, they 
obſcured the Luſtre of it: Henry was undoubt- 


edly a Man of Underſtanding, but he had the 


5 Misfortune to have it turned on the Side of 
Cunning, and a fort of Cunning that made him 
Peck: pore Thin 85 whilſt he was purſuing 

little 


1 


& TT _ Ood# 


4 . 97 1 
. If Art be neceſſary to a Prince; it 
ought rather to be uſed in a defenſive than an 


offenſive way, becauſe if he ſueceeds in the 5 


latter, he loſes more than he gets by it 1 
dubjects ean never eſteem a Governor they can- 
not truſt, and when once all Eſteem is loſt, 
Hatred and Contempt will ſoon follow, and 
then there wants. but any little Incident from 
Abroad, to ſet all in Movement, and where that 
may ſtop, human Foreſight cannot eaſily con- 
jeQture, The King ſeemed to be aware of 
this, and therefore took great Care to be at 
Peace with his Neighbours ; Scotland he bore 
with, and then lured James their King with 
Matches for himſelf and his Son, the latter of 
which took Effect, and upon the Extinction of 
the Tudor Family, brought that of the Stuarts 
into England: As to the French, tho he threat- 
ned ſometimes, chiefly with a Deſign of getting 
his Subjects Money, yet tis plain he never ſeri- 
ouſly intended to have a War with them; fo 
far from it, he even ſuffered Bretagne to be- 
come an Acceſſion to the Crown of France, 
rather than run the Riſque; or be at the Charge 
of defending it: Neither do I think he was de- 
ceived in his Politicks, as Monſ. Rapin infinu- 
O ates 
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| have deſigned was to make this Affair a Pre- 
|  tefice to get Supplies from the Parliament, and 


the Publick, whoſe "Intereſt appears to "have 


1 Pm * beyond themſelves: for as 


(wt 


ates,” nor that he Weng Ady ba FI ION 
ways ſure of obliging the French to defift from 
cheir propoſed Enctoachment; all he (cer 


ms to 


to gratify his private Paſſions at the Expenee of 


been no Part of his Concern ; and indeed 
Hen, whether Subjects or Princes, ſel 


is not any one Affection of ihe" Mind os 


violent and' laſting, ſo neither" is there any n more 


ſtructive f ce wog, and every bo. 
cial Virtue than Avarice. TALE 
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Px o'M { ihis arte View. of t 625 two Reign 
ney. IV. and VII. there ariſes" one [very 
natural Reflection, and it is this ; that tho” no- 


thing could be more obvious nor viſible; than 


che Part both of them had to act in the Govern- 


ment of the Kingdom, yet both miſled of it, and 
Sg gv as one may call it, the direct Road to their 
wn, and their People's Happineſs and Glory, 


0 they n much Difficulty found out bye Ways 


0 - Tull of Brakes an Bien. 
5 and 
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, es ee a Sweet eddi 
f Arations of Republicks, or free States, we 
„ fiould, I believe, find them always better or 
worſe, according as their Bottom was more or 


„es wide, as there were fewer or more Checks | 
upon the governing Part amongſt them; tis 
true, they are not fo liable to ſuffer by the 
ons or Weakneſſes of particular Perſons, 
but if their Conſtitutions happen to be Ariſto- 7 
cratical, the Nobles will be apt to be jealous 
of the Commons, and perhaps oppreſs them, 
that they may not ever think of caſting off their 
Yoke,-or deſire to come in for their Share in 
the Dignities or Emoluments of the Publick. ; 
The Commons on the other Hand, will reſent 
fuch ill Uſage and Partiality, and that will oc- 
cafion: Heartburnings, Seditions, and Inſurrecs 
tions, which are - reputed to be the uſual In- 
conveniencies and Foibles of Commanwealths : 


: Bas then, this is owing to the wrong Models of 
qr particular - Conſtitutions, and ſuch Evils might 
: be ally remedied; if the Intereſts and. Follies 
W EEC ä of 


| 10 =y 8 
. Mankind 3 give them leave to male 
_ the Experiment. Whoever looks into the Hi. 
ſtories of the modern Republicks in Tah, will 
find the chief Diſturbances that have been a- 
' mongſt them, owing to the unjuſt Claims of 
ſome of their moſt ancient Families, who 
imagined the executive Power ſhould be al- 
ways lodged in their Hands, and who conſe- 


quently made a very es — a _— | 


ow ER [03 STS 


* HE many Tumulte Khurthois and Baniſh- 
inch; that for a Number of Years infeſted 
the Florentine State, were nothing more than 
the Effects of a Struggle between the Frien 
of the Houſe af Medicis, and thoſe of the 
Publick, labouring one to introduce, the other 
to keep out the arbitrary Power of a ſingle 
Perſon. And what did all theſe Caballings, 
Squabbles and Miſchiefs end in? Why, the 


Emperor Charles V. thought it his Intereſt 


to make the Hlarentines more dependant, and 
for that Reaſon forced a Sovereign upon them, 
who kept them oppreſſed and poor, made them 
tame and ſubmiſſive, and-after having renderc 
W thoroughly Wenn * deſpicable, left 
15 them 
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"TTY upon the Retinfion af heir goal 
Maſter's Family, to be diſpoſed of like Cattle, 
as their more powerful Neighbouts ſhould find 
expedient or profitable to themſelves. The 
| Geneeſe too, tho' they had the good Fortune to 
eſcape better than the Florentines, yet were often 
brought to the very Brink of Ruin, by the per- 
tual Factions of the Grimaldies and the Ne 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the Cant 
Term of: Gueelphes ; and the Dorias and the | 
$þinolas, who took upon them the Name of 
Gibbellines, Doria even had it more than once 
in his Power to have made himſelf Maſter of 
his Country, by taking Advantage of her Di. 
ſtreſſes, but he was too generous for ſo mean an 
Action, and choſe rather to reſtore her Liberty, 
arid made ſeveral good Regulations to preſervs 
and continue it, which had like all to have been 
deftroyed at a Stroke, by the Conſpiracy of the | 
Fieſqwes, who were not able to bear the Dimi- 
nution of their Authority, they had ſo long been 
enlarging, and choſe to confound every Thing 
or periſn in the vile Attempt, rather than ſee 
f Maberce free, and themſelves kept within, the 
due Bounds of Equality with their Compatriotes, 
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the Nobles, and with a pretty ſtrict Hand too: 
and I am apt to think the Freedom from do- 
meſtick Broils, they have ſo generally enjoyed 
conſidering the Form of their Government,” is 
pretty much owing to the extraordinary Power 
aud kind of Inquiſition. in civil Matters a8 one 
= en l it; hich that aut Counſel of Swi 
armed with, in Ine ſuch ey 
. to murmur or compla. 
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5 py uus own, 4 1 aways FOR the 
Conſtitutions of the Dutch and the Suit, to 

be much tlie beſt calculated als any, for Du- 
ration, As: 


the Artifices, and the Ambition of their Nei 


nities into one firm. Body, (fo as to join 


which they cannot b break 


_ own Rights a and Priviledges, ſeparate and inviol- 
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| al, are however altogether — 


ey are leſs liable to domeſtick Di- 
ſturbances, and conſequently more ſecure from 


bouts: The uniting ſo many diſtinct Coats. 
ſels, Purſes, and Arms, in caſe of Invaſion) 
without Danger to each 
of them, and at the ſame time preſerving their 


et to Ly + Proyinee in Holland, an Canton 
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n ſeems: to re Hel 
of all human Sagacity in the eſtabliſning of a 


when kept up to their original Purity, are the beſt 
Sort of Monarchies: Upon the whole Matter, 


all Forms of Goverriments are but like the C- 
ties under their 1 Dominion, the Work of Men's 5 
Hands, and as ſuch; ſubject to ill Accidents of — 
e en. aud bak; nuſt decay "oY 


Tn E great Skill of 1e is en in "4 
the finding out, Rating rightly, and guarding | 
as ſtrongly as may be, a kind of Equilibrium in 


their Conſtitutions, with it is the "Buſineſs of 8 


their Deſcendants carefully to hand down as 
little violated as is poſlible to their Poſterity : 25 


This can only be done by a watchfulneſs to pre- 
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